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members of his kingdom here, to fit us for his 
presence in the kingdom of glory. Had he no sins 
to repent of? Had he, indeed, kept the whole 
law? If his outward actions had been thus correct, 
had his thoughts been always pure ? In the long 
retrospect of the past, was there nothing done 
which ought to have been undone? nothing un- 
done which God commanded to be done? Did 
he dread no secret or unobserved sins, which man 
forgets as soon as committed, but which are written 
in God's book ? Of all this there is nothing. Or 
had he no spiritual enemies to fear ? Were there 
no temptations to which he felt liable ? Was there 
no assistance of God which he needed ? no further 
progress which he desired ? Again there was no- 
thing, nothing ! nought but the cold confession, 
" God, I thank thee that I am not as other men 
are." He stands a guilty creature before his 
Judge, and boasts his innocence: he stands sick 
and diseased before his Physician, and boasts his 
health: he stands before a merciful Father, ready 
to forgive, and will not ask forgiveness ! The self- 
righteous cannot repent as sinful man ought: he 
cannot embrace God's mercy as he ought : he can- 
not love him as redeemed man should endeavour 
to love him : cannot pray for future aid ; cannot 
really wish for advances in holiness. Repentance, 
the means of pardon, love of God, spiritual assist- 
ance in weakness, are all at once cut off from him : 
and in whatever degree any of us approach to his 
character, as long as we remain so, they are cut off 
from us. 

" I thank thee that I am not as other men are." 
Now, what should have been his feelings, and what 
should be ours, when we hear or read — as in this 
sinful world we must — of the grievous sins of 



others ? The first is that of sorrow ; that one for 
whom Christ died, a member of the body of Christ, 
should thus have fallen. " If one member suflFers,*' 
says St. Paul, " all the members suflFer with it,"— 
(1 Cor. xii. 26): "for we," he says again, "being 
many, are one body in Christ, and every one 
members one of another." — (Rom. xii. 5.) Were 
it our friend, or our brother, or sister, or son, 
should we thank God that we were not as they ? 
Should we not rather, while we prayed for them, 
humble ourselves before God? Should we not 
feel ashamed that one of our family had thus 
sinned ? Should we blazon it abroad, or talk of it 
to others, or exult over him ? Before God we are 
all brethren — ^brethren by crqation, brethren much 
more by redemption : we all form one family, for 
which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be 
betrayed : and as we should mourn and feel shame 
ourselves for one of our family who went astray, so 
ought we also for one of the great family, for whom 
Christ shed his blood. 

One of the most pious, and the greatest of the 
ancient Christians, said, that 'the sins of others 
always made him the more humble, because he 
found in himself a disposition to the like things.' 
We have cause of shame, indeed, if we look into 
our own hearts, and search whether there be not 
in us any thing of the same evil disposition, which 
in our brother broke out into sin. " Thou art 
inexcusable, O man," says St. Paul, " whosoever 
tfiou art, that judgest: for wherein thou judgest 
another, thou condemnest thyself." — (Rom. ii. 1.) 
Thou, then, who judgest another, judgest thou not 
thyself? Thou dost not, as the heathen, take 
odier gods beside the Lord : well — but can you say 
Aat you « love the Lord thy Godi m^ ^ '^ 
2. 



heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength." — (Mark xii. 30.) Thou 
dost not worship a graven image : but do you set 
up no idol in your heart ? Is there nothing which 
you love more than God, or which turns away your 
afiFections from God? — You swear not — you are 
not perjured: but have you always spoken the 
truth from your heart? Have you always spoken 
and thought of God with reverence ? Has his name 
never been on your lips, while your heart was far 
from him ? — You profane not the Lord's day : but 
has each Lord's day found you advancing the work 
of your salvation? — Have you always honoured 
your father and your mother? You have not 
openly despised your father, nor set light by your 
mother : but have you " obeyed them in all things ? 
for this is," says the apostle, " well-pleasing unto 
the Lord." — (Col. iii. 20.) Did you always listen 
to their instructions, and not forsake their advice ? 
Have you in little, as well as in great things, in 
your thoughts, as in your words, felt respect unto 
them ? Have you honoured those who are as your 
father and your mother, the hoary head: and in 
your youth reverenced the face of the old man ? — 
You have not committed murder; — few, blessed 
be God, do so : — but have you always remembered 
that " whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer." 
— (1 John iii. 15.) Have you never borne malice; 
— never let the sun go down on your wrath ; — never 
borne ill-will? — Have you freely forgiven your 
brother, as fully as you pray God to forgive you 
your trespasses — ^forgiven him, if need be, seventy 
times seven ? and are you as ready to do him good 
as though he had never offended you ? — You have 
not committed adultery : but have your thoughts, 
as well as your actions, been always pure ? Have 



you never committed adultery in your heart ? — You 
have not stolen : but have you never defrauded — 
never coveted ? — You have not borne false witness : 
— would to God more could say this ! — but have 
you never spread an evil report of your neighbours, 
of the truth of which you were not certain? — If 
you have not been free from all these things, and 
yet judgest your brother harshly, then, while you 
condemn the self-righteous or the Pharisee, " thou 
art thyself the man ! " If you are conscious that 
you are also a sinner, then thank not God that you 
are not as the poor publican ; but humble yourself 
before him for your own sins : and if you have not 
committed his, or any like his, thank God for 
having hitherto preserved you, and pray that you 
also be not tempted. " He that is without sin 
among you," says our blessed Saviour, "let him 
first cast a stone." — (John viii. 7.) " Brethren," 
says St. Paul, " if a man be overtaken in a fault, 
ye which are spiritual," — ye which are really en- 
deavouring to live after the Spirit, — " restore such 
an one in the Spirit of meekness : considering thy- 
self, lest thou also be tempted. For if a man think 
himself to be something, when he is nothing, he 
deceiveth himself: but let every man prove his 
own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in him- 
self alone, and not in another." — (Gal. vi. 1, 3j 4.) 
That is, let every man try his own conduct by the 
law of God, and by constant watchfulness conform 
himself to it, and then he shall have cause for joy 
in his own improvement, not that he is better than 
another. 

One quality was wanting in the Pharisee — hu- 
mility: one quality alone weighed down all the 
rest, and made them worthless — spiritual ^\\Aa;- 
The error of the self-rigViteovis \^ owa wato^'^ \» 
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the human heart; and therefore the more dan- 
gerous. It is the more dangerous, because the 
persons most exposed to it do lead outwardly 
what are called good lives; and may, therefore^ 
the more easily deceive themselves, that their 
heart is right with God — that they are "not as 
other men are." Whoever is in any degree like 
the Pharisee, cannot really love God ; neither can 
he repent truly of his sins, and so find acceptance 
with him. He cannot, as long as he is m this 
company, take the first step towards the kingdom 
of heaven. Be it that he is less guilty than others ; 
yet, if he feels his guilt at all, he could not talk 
thus proudly. Shall he, for whom the holy, the 
spotless Jesus, was exposed to shame, and torture, 
and anguish of mind — shall he look up proudly to 
that heaven, which, to atone for his sins, his 
Saviour left, and say, " God, I thank thee that I 
am not as other men are?" He who knows the 
number of the sins which have taken hold upon 
him, takes a very different posture ; for " he is not 
able to look up : he knows that they are more in 
number than the hairs of his head : his heart hath 
failed him.''— (Psalm xl. 12.) 

It is by the light which the doctrine of the cross 
throws over all the rest of God's dealings with us, 
that we see clearly how much every thing else is a 
ground for love : it shows us, that we, as sinners, as 
enemies to God, deserved nothing but punishment : 
it shows us, therefore, that every mercy, every 
blessing, which we receive, is not only not deserved^ 
but the contrary of our deservings : it teaches ns 
to be deeply thankful for all our daily blessings, 
because we deserve them not : for crosses, because 
they instruct us in our dependence upon God for 
what he takes away, as well as for that which be 
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gives us, that we may the more turn our affections 
to him: for honour, because it is his gift alone, 
and we deserve only shame : for dishonour, because 
it turns our minds the more to our own natural 
wretchedness, and may check us in a course dis- 
pleasing to him. 

To the proud all is changed: he cannot love 
God as he ought, for his redemption, because he 
feels not the extremity of misery from which he 
has been redeemed : he may thank him that " he 
is not as other men are :" but he thanks him not, 
that he is no longer the grievous sinner which he 
once was ; — he thanks him not, that he is not what, 
but for God's grace, he would have been. Pride 
diminishes in his eyes the greatness of his debt to 
God. He has been forgiven ; but for what ? His 
sins have become to him mere frailties of the weak 
nature which has been given him : most are for- 
gotten, none dwelt upon, — for could he then be 
proud? The good qualities which he thinks that 
he has, so occupy his thoughts, that his sins fade 
from his sight. No proud man can understand the 
value of his redemption. 

And where the blessings of redemption are not 
duly valued, still less will the daily blessings of life 
be so: the idea of merit corrupts every thing. 
* God has blessed him, it is true,' such an one will 
think, * but he has blessed others more.' God has 
blessed his substance ; but he himself has taken 
pains and laboured hard; and the blessing he 
thinks the natural consequence and the reward: 
he has blessed him in his domestic aflFections, in his 
wife and his children ; but he himself has been* 
careful, he will think, to retain these blessings. 
God has blessed him with health ; but he huxsja^VL 
has been careful, he will tVut\k,\i^ \.e«v^^«s\Rfc^^^ 
retain 'it Much less can Tue \iVe^'& ^^^ ^'^ft ^s^5^. 
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fatherly chastisements ; for he knows not that he 
needs them — he understands not the purposes for 
which they are sent. 

Nay, further, he cannot really love God, for 
what he seems to prize — his own supposed exemp- 
tion from the sins of which others have been guilty. 
This, too, he must think his own doing, or he could 
not be proud. " Shall he who has received," argues 
the apostle, "glory as if he had not received?" — 
(1 Cor. iv. 7.) Can he who knows that he is in 
himself nothing — nay, worse than nothing — pride 
himself that God has given him every thing ? Shall 
the debtor be proud of the greatness of his debt ? 
Shall he who knows that he is by nature "wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked," — 
(Rev. iii. 17,) — that he has plunged himself into 
yet deeper wretchedness — that he has increased his 
own poverty — that he has yet more blinded his own 
eyes — that in him there is no good thing, — shall he 
boast himself, that by the grace of God he is what 
he is ? Yet the Pharisee thanks God : it is well to 
thank; but for what? His thanksgiving is not, 
" God, I thank thee, that whereas I was poor, thou 
hast made me rich ; blind, and thou madest me to 
see thy will ; naked, and thou hast clothed me." It 
is not, " I thank thee that thou hast made me thus 
and thus ; but I thank thee that / am not as other 
men, or rather, as the rest of mankind are." He 
praises God ; but it is only a thin veil, a poor 
excuse, to praise himself. 

O may our heavenly Father, who, while " he 
resisteth the proud, giveth grace unto the hum- 
ble," — (James iv. 6) ; " who inhabiteth eter- 
nity," but also "dwelleth with him that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit," — (Isaiah xlvii. 15); 
may he give us grace, " not to judge, that we be 
not judged — ^not to condemn, that we be not con* 
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demned,"— (Luke vi. 37); but, searching our 
OWN HEARTS, and calling our own sins to remem- 
brance, to turn to him, that in that day, when the 
thoughts of all hearts are manifested, we may have 
« praise of God."— (1 Cor. iv. 5.) 



FREQUENT COMMUNION. 

This implies a life so diflFerent from our ordinary 
tenour, — a life so above this world, as knit with him 
who hath overcome the world — so angelic, as living 
on him who is angel's food — an union with God so 
close, — that we cannot mostly, I suppose, imagine 
to ourselves how we could daily thus be in heaven, 
— and in our daily business here below, how sanc- 
tify our daily duties, thoughts, refreshment, so that 
they should be tinged with the hues reflected by 
our daily heaven, not that heavenly gift be dimmed 
with our earthliness, — how our souls should through 
the day shine with the glory of that ineflable Pre- 
sence to which we had approached, not we approach 
to it with earth-dimmed souls. It must ever be 
so : we cannot know the gift of God, if we forfeit 
it : we must cease mostly even to long for what we 
forego. 

Sound restoration must be the gift of God, to be 
sought of him in humiliation, in prayer, in mutual 
forbearance and charity, with increased strictness 
of life and more diligent use of what we have. We 
must consult one for the other. There is, in our 
fallen state, a reverent abstaining from more fre- 
quent communion, founded on real, though undue^ 
fears: there is, and ought to be, a real conscious- 
ness that more frequent communion should involve 
a change of life — more collectedness in God — more 
retirement, at times, from society — Aae^^-t ^^^s^- 
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sciousness of his providence — more sacredness in 
our ordinary actions, whom he so vouchsafes to 
hallow — greater love for his Passion which we cele- 
brate — and carrying it about, in strictness of self- 
rule, and self-discipline, and self-denying love. Let 
us each suspect ourselves, not others ; the backward 
their own backwardness — the forward their own 
eagerness : each habitually interpret well the other's 
actions and motives: they who seek to partake 
more often of the heavenly food, honour the reve- 

j^nce and humility which abstains — and they who 
think it reverent to abstain, censure not as inno- 
vation the return to ancient devotion and love: 
restore it, if we may, at such an hour of the day, 
when to be absent need not cause pain or per- 
plexity, and may make least distinction : so, while 

, we each think all good of the other, may we all 
together, strengthened by the Same Bread, wash^ 
by the Same Blood, be led, in the unity of the 
Spirit and the bond of peace and holiness of life, 
to that "inejGFable Feast, where not, as now, in 
mysteries, but face to face, we shall ever see God, 
an^ be ever filled with his Goodness and his Love. 
Lastly, our One Lord is to us, all, yea more 
than all, his disciples dare ask or think. All are 
his Life, flowing through all his members ; and in 
all, as it is admitted, effacing death, enlarging life. 
As blind, he is our Wisdom : as sinful, our Right- 
eousness: as hallowed, our Sanctification : as re- 
covered from Satan, our Redemption : as sick, our 
Physician : as weak, our Strength : as unclean, our 
Fountain : as darkness, our Light : as daily fainting, 
our daily Bread : as dyinjg. Life Eternal : as asleep 
in him, our Resurrection. 
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Luke xxii. 44. 
" His sweat was as it weie great drops of blood." 

It was with &r other feelings than those with 
which he had been accustomed to retire to the 
wilderness, the mountain, or the garden, that the 
Jbwly Jesus, upon the eventful night, entered the 
enclosure of Gethsemane. 

Wearied in body and worn in mind, it was rest 
that he required: but he foreknew diat on this 
earth no rest awaited him. Having now entered 
his accustomed haunts, he said to eight of his dis- 
dples, " Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder." — 
(Matt. xxvi. 36.) But knowing, at the same time, 
that his human nature was about to be sorely tried, 
and supernaturally oppressed, he wished, with the 
common feelings of diat nature, to have beside 
him some, who, if they could not alleviate his 
pangs, at least might sympathize with his suffer- 
ings. It was, as man, that he was afflicted : it was, 
as man too, that he felt. He took with him, there- 
fore, Peter and James and John. — (Mark xiv. 33.) 

The reason of this selection is plain. Had he 
taken with him the other disciples, tJ^e temptation 
might have been greater than they would have 
been able to bear. Tteir faith might have re- 
ceived too severe a shock on beholding the exc^ru- 
diating agonies of one, whom, if they believed bxssL 
to be the Messiah, Itoy mu&tYiaN^ xa^ax^^^^^si. 



emanation from the Deity. But Peter and the 
sons of Zebedee had been eye-witnesses of the 
transfiguration on the Mount, However perplexed, 
therefore, they might be, they would not be re- 
duced to despair. They had, at least, wherewithal 
to satisfy their minds upon this point, since they 
had heard the Father himself proclaim their Master 
to be his only begotten Son. — (Matt. xviL 1; 
Mark ix. 2; Luke ix. 28.) Thus, then, as they 
had witnessed the glory of the Son of Man, they 
were the better qualified to behold the humiliation 
of the Son of Man. 

And when he was at the place, he began to be 
sorrowful, — (Luke xxii. 40 ; Matt. xxvi. 27); to feel 
an unwonted depression of spirit. According to 
prophecy, " His soul was cast down and disquieted 
within him.** — (Psalm xlii. 3.) His depression in- 
creased. He began to be "sore amazed, and to 
be very heavy,'* — (Mark xiv. 33); to be utterly 
exhausted, and faint with grief. According to 
prophecy, " He was not only compassed with the 
sorrows of death, but the pains of hell gat hold 
upon him." — (Psalm cxvi. 3.) Under these cir- 
cumstances, how touching, how sublime, how dig- 
nified, the only expressions which escaped his 
spirit, " My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death !"— (Matt xxvi. 38.) 

And now, turning to his disciples, he said. Tarry 
ye here." O how the heart of any friend would 
have melted within him, at such a request, after 
such a declaration, " Tarry ye here," he exclaimed, 
**and watch with me." At the same time he 
added, "And pray that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion." — (Matt xxvi, 38; Luke xxii. 40.) Never, 
thou Blessed One, — ^never did thy tender mercy, 
thy loving-kindness, thy consideration for others, 
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forsaS:e thee ! The hour of their temptation was 
fast approaching: and had they been prepared 
against the cra& and subtilty of the tempter, by 
watchfuhiess, precaution, and prayers, how differ- 
ent might have been the event ! 

He went forward. He was withdrawn from 
them about a stone's cast. He kneeled down. 
The agony became more intense. He could not 
support himself. He fell prostrate : he fell on his 
face : he fell to the ground. It became almost too 
much for human nature to bear. He exclaimed, 
**0 my Father, if it be posdble, let this cup pass 
from me. All things are possible unto thee: 
nevertheless, not my will, but thine be done." — 
(Lukexxii.41, 42; Matt. xxvi. 39; Markxiv.35.) 
This only affliction I would be saved : for the rest 
I am prepared: but this cup, if thou be willing, 
this cup 1 pray thee to remove; "nevertheless, 
not my will, but thine be done !" 

How great was this agony, we may, in some 
degree, conceive: since his sweat was as it were 
great drops of blood falling to the ground, if blood 
did not actually ooze from the pores of his flesh. 

After the lapse of some time, our Lord rose up 
from prayer, supported, strengthened, and consoled. 
— (Matt. xxvi. 46.) There had appeared unto him 
an angel from heaven, strengthening him. Then 
cometh he to his disciples : to those chosen friends, 
by conversing with whom, he may now have wished 
to alleviate the pangs, and dispel the horrors, by 
which he was oppressed. But he findeth them 
sleeping. — (Luke xxii. 45.) At the same time, we 
ought to observe, that the Evangelist, who never 
conceals the &ults, nor palliates the errors of the 
apostles, expressly adds, that they wet^ ^^^^^\a% 
for sorrow." And it can be scaTc»\^ \\ftCRsswc^ \a 



remark, that drowsiness is the natural and merciful 
effect of extreme grief. Let us, then, while warned 
by their example to watch as well as to pray, rather 
sympathize with their weakness, than judge of their 
conduct with undue severity. Consider all that 
they had just undergone. It was now late in the 
night — and the whole evening had been to them one 
of unceasing excitement, of much mental exertion, 
and of extreme agitation. They had been partakers 
in a rite, the full purpose of which they were, as 
yet, unable to understand : and they had listened 
to discourses, the meaning of which they could only 
partially comprehend. Their minds were bewil- 
dered by the events that had already taken place : 
and to the future they looked forward with mingled 
sensations of apprehension, hope, and doubt. Even 
now they beheld their Master suffering in a manner 
which could not fail to awaken their sympathy and 
compassion; but which seemed to contradict all 
the prophecies on which they had been accustomed 
to dwell with rapture, and by which they had been 
induced to expect the Messiah. It was, then, no 
wonder, that, while their minds were perplexed by 
such conflicting sentiments, they suffered sleep to 
surprise their wearied bodies. Consequently, the 
rebuke of our Lord, though marked, was gentle. 
"Why sleep ye?" said he. Then turning to Simon 
Peter, he asked, in a tone that must have struck to 
his heart, " Simon, sleepest thou ? Could ye not 
watch with me one hour? Watch ye, rise and 

Eray, that ye enter not into temptation : for," — and 
ow deeply affecting the remark from our Lord in 
his extremest humiliation, — "the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak." — (Matt. xxvi. 40, 
41; Luke xxii 45, 46 ; Markov. ^7, ^'^^.^ 
Jie went away a second time*, aud^^s ^oxk^ 



seems to have returned in all its bitterness, — for he 
prayed a second time, using almost the same words: 
"O my Father, if this cup may not pass from me, 
except I drink it, thy will be done." — (Matt xxvi. 
42.) "And when he returned, he found them 
asleep again, (for their eyes were heavy,) neither 
wist they what to answer him." — (Mark xiv. 40.) 
So " he left them, and went away again, and prayed 
the third time, saying the same words." — (Matt 
xxvi. 44.) 

All this is related in a short space : but it was 
no short space of time, during which the tre- 
mendous reality of this mental anguish was en- 
dured by our Redeemer. Such sufferings would 
have overwhelmed an impostor, and driven an 
enthusiast to the verge of insanity. But the con- 
duct of the Lord Jesus was such as to confirm our 
faith, to excite our warmest sympathy, and to 
command our surprise, our amazement, our admi- 
ration. He felt as we might expect the most meek, 
gentle, and sensitive of mankind to feel ; and yet 
he bore the worst with a degree of resignation, 
fortitude, and unassuming, unpretending patience, 
such as no one could have evinced, save the only 
Being of our species, who was sinless and perfect 

At length the cup was drunk to the very dregs ; 
and our blessed Saviour returned to other scenes 
of trial. "He cometh to his disciples a third time, 
and saith unto them. Sleep on now, and take your 
rest:" — as far as I am concerned, your watching 
can be no longer required — "it is enough" — I wifl 
urge you no more: "the hour is come, behold, the 
Son of Man is betrayed into the ha.\vd& oS. ivKaax's.? 
— (Mark xiv. 41 ; Matt xxVi. 45.^ 1^^^ 'vs^ ^ij^^ss., 
be is collected: he knows tViat t^e^ ^^^"^^ ^ "'^^^ 
moment, to which he has been so Von^ \o^>6^ ^ 
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forward, has arrived : he knows that he has ah^ady 
been betrayed : he knows that his enemies are on 
their way to apprehend him : while he is yet speak- 
ing, he hears the step of the Roman cohort 
approaching, and exclaims, "Rise up, let us go: 
lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand/' 

Such is the narrative of our Lord's agony. I 
have given it in the language of the Evangelists. 
I have merely endeavoured to harmonize, without 
attempting — (the attempt would be profane) — to 
adorn, those short and simple annals, of which, 
the affectionate nature is as irresistible, as it is 
inartificial. 

As we retire from the contemplation of our 
Redeemer's agony in the garden, the words which 
the Church, as a sympathizing mother, addresses 
to her alBBicted children, strikes upon the heart 
with redoubled force. Though no chastening," as 
the apostle says, "for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous:" yet, "it afterward yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby." — (Heb. xii. 11.) 
* We should,' says the Church, < patiently, and with 
thanksgiving, bear our heavenly Father's correc- 
tion, whensoever, by any manner of adversity, it 
shall please his gracious goodness to visit us. And 
there should be no greater comfort to Christian 
persons, than to be made like unto Christ, by 
suffering patiently adversities, troubles, and sick- 
nesses : for he himself went not up to joy, but first 
he suffered pain: he entered not into his glory, 
before he was crucified. So, truly, our way to 
eternal joy is to suffer here with Christ ; and our 
door to enter into eternal life, is gladly to die with 
Christ; that we may rise e^am irom Aft^\k\, ^\A 
dwell with him in everlasting life? 
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And blessed the invitation to the commemora- 
tion of our Lord's death, conveyed to all who look 
to Christ as their Saviour, and are sincere in their 
desire to obtain the sanctification of his Holy 
Spirit. Yes; to thee, thou poor penitent, who 
scarcely darest to look up to. heaven, and say, 
"God be merciful to me a sinner," — to you, the 
tidings we are commissioned to preach, are glad 
tidings of great joy. We are commissioned and 
commanded to tell you, that the Lord our God is 
gracious, merciful, and long-suflFering : and that 
" He will not turn away his face from thee, if thou 
retumest unto him. Let the wicked man forsake 
his way: and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him; and to our God, and he will 
abundantly pardon." With contrition of heart, 
with humility of mind, and with lively faith, 
approach, then, the holy table, and there will be 
joy in heaven, when the angels witness thy repen- 
tance and record thy pardon. — ^Yes, ye invisible, 
but sjncnpathizing ministers of omnipotent mercy, 
I can imagine you winging your noiseless way 
around the Christian altar : 1 can almost hear you 
joining in our eucharistic hymn, at that glad 
moment, when the contrite oflFender is added to 
the number of the faithful; and when, his sins 
having been done away by the blood of Christ, he 
goes forth, in the strength of the Lord, to com- 
mence a new career of godliness upon earth, and 
to lead the remainder of his life in the fear, and to 
the glory, of Almighty God. 

With like urgency the invitation is extended to 
all who are overclouded by despowAene.^^ w ^xvn«^ 
to despair, through the yam i«\agL^^>i^^'s\^ ^^^'^^Srv 
though the grace of God Vias \>eew ^^^ ^^^^^ 
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abandantly, yet on their hearts it will iMver light. 
To dispel these vain fears — ^to comfort the wearj 
and heavy laden, by assuring them of llieir heiag 
in iavour, because in oovenant, with tiieir Maker, — 
Aese are among the blessed reasons why this ordi- 
nance was appointed by the Divine Source of tight, 
and life, and joy. The sacraments are not mdy 
the means of conveying grace ; but they are also 
pledges to the sincere, that grace has actually been 
conferred. 

Beloved brethren, who are in the constant habit 
of commemorating your Redeemer's death, then, 
in joint communion with saints above, and widi 
the faithful upon earth, you partake happily of the 
heavenly banquet. Standing in the more imme- 
ffiate presence of that incomprehensible Being, 
who permits us to regard him as our friend, while 
we worship him as our God, you will be fed by his 
Word, cheered by his promises, and sustained by 
lus Spirit : yea, the H<dy Ghost himself will mini- 
ster to your wants, and pour comfort into your 
hearts ; while he cleanses your souls from iniquity, 
and effaces all die stainings of sin. 

Jesus, then, is the voay^ the truih, <md the life:-^ 
the way; since by him, and through him, alone, tibe 
fallen sons of Adam can approach their God as a 
reconciled Father: the truth; since he only hath 
the words of eternal life; and since, from him 
alone, speaking in his Scriptures, an answer can 
be obtained to the all-important question, WhM 
must I do to be saved? And he is the life; since 
it is only as members of his mystical body, — as 
branches of the true vine, — ^that we can obtain the 
grapes of that Holy Spirit, who dwelleth in Christ 
without measure; and who still abides in the 
Church, to inform the consciexioe, wdA etSa^D^iiL 
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the intellect; to regufate our acticHis, and inyigo- 
rate our virioes; to soften the hearty to sanctify 
the affections^ and to expand the soul. 

Yes; Christ is our aU in all: Christ, saving u& 
from the penalty of sin by his sacrifice of himself: 
Christ, saynig us from the dominion of sin by the 
purifying influences of his Spirit Nor is this all; 
for, being found in fashion as a man^ he has left us 
an example that we should follow his steps. Who 
can delineate tide leading features in the heavenly 
character of Immanuel ? It is an awful task beyond 
the power of man. It is the never-ending employ- 
ment, comfort, and delight of the true Christian^ to 
contemplate the benign perfections df his Redeemer; 
until, having imbibed a portion of his Spirit,^ he 
becomes enamoured of those virtues which once 
shone forth in Sion, and which now supply the 
|dace of Sun and Moon in the new Jerusalem. But 
ere he has searched out all the excellencies of his 
Lord, and ascertained all the beauty of his holi- 
ness, this world and the fashion of it will have 
passed away: and he will find himself with the 
blessed St John, reclining on his Master's bosom in 
the heavenly mansions of everlasting bliss. Let 
me only, tl:uerefore, beg you to remark that the 
conduct of our great Example was the very reverse 
of that which too generally attracts the admiration 
of men ; and that the peculiar qualities exhibited 
by Him w^e such as tl^ world is apt to depreciate 
and despise. Among the sons c^ men, it has ever 
been the custom to magnify bodily strength or 
mental vigour, to the depreciation dT those silent 
and unostentatious virtues which expand the affec- 
twms and elevate the soul. BwX. Ssv Xls^a ^^x^^^^^- 
of our Lord, the humility oi Yv\s de^xXxsve^ ^^ 
equally striking with the calm ^gmJc^ ^^ ^"^^ ^"^^ 
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meanour. And the fervour of his piety — his ma- 
jestic, eloquent, and practical holiness — are more 
conspicuously brought forward by the Evangelist, 
than even the sagacity of understanding and Divine 
wisdom, which spoke in every action he performed, 
and in every word which he uttered. Meek as he 
was heroic, in him the lion and the lamb dwelt 
together. Indignant when his Father's honour 
was profaned, or his temple defiled — ^he feared not 
to expose, rebuke, and condemn the hypocritical 
Pharisee and the powerful Scribe; yet, merciful 
when he was himself injured, insulted, and reviled 
— he breathed out his soul in a prayer for his per- 
secutors. Where, then, shall we find a resolution 
so unwearied — a fortitude so invincible — a courage 
so enlightened ? 

Redeemed by his blood, instructed by his pre- 
cepts, encouraged by his example, and quickened 
by his Spirit, may we all diligently labour to walk 
in the spiritual ikws which he has set before us, 
and to dedicate to his service all our faculties and 
all our powers — our reason and affections — our souls 
and bodies — our time and substance: thus exhi- 
biting, in our persons, a genuine picture of true 
Christianity; sincere, without bigotry — and serious, 
without superstition. Let us recollect the agony 
of our Lord was real as it was tremendous, — ^let his 
bearing be our support under all the trials of pain, 
poverty, and grief, — let us claim his promise of the 
Comforter — wrestle with him, like another Israel, 
until, by the sanctifying operations of the everlast- 
ing Spirit, we have become one with Christ, and 
Christ hath become one with us; — then the Spirit 
of Christ will speak in our souls, and meekly say, 
*^Fathery not my will, but thine be done." 

London : Printed by J. Rider, 14, BartkioVomeNi CVow. 
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Romans xii. 11. 
*' Not slothful in business ; fervent in spirit'' 

The point at present to be enforced is this — 
* that if we truly take the Scriptures for our guide 
and rule of lite, we must endeavour to unite a 
social with a spiritual excellence : we must be not 
only creditable, but religious also/ If we are wise, 
we shall indeed take care to keep a conscience void 
of dOfence towards our fellow men ; but much more 
shall we feel it to be necessary all the while to seek 
and to preserve a higher witness — the testimony of 
our conscience also, that, in the strength of the 
Divine Spirit, we have walked faithfully and humbly 
with our God. Yet, is this desirable union of reli- 
gious character and practice combined with a decent 
worldly credit — this union of piety with daily duty — 
is this what we may behold commonly prevailing? 
I grieve to think that it is noL Around how many 
hearts — and that in every rank of life — where every 
thing that wins the praise of men appears to flourish 
— amongst how many whom we cannot but choose 
to value and respect, as neighbours, for their cour- 
tesy, their friendliness, or cheerfulness, or industry, 
or general integrity, and qualities of that sort, — 
amongst how many sudi as these the pure flame of 
piety is yet wanting ! How little is \}s& fis&X. ^;:s^ 



great commandment really thought of! I mean 
the true and proper love of God, leavening the 
heart, as the great ruling principle of life, and the 
foundation for the discharge of every duty, whether 
towards God, or towards man. How little do such 
persons often seem to think, or care, about the 
things which 'peculiarly are God's — the days of rest 
which bear his name, given us for holy and spiritual 
ends, and not entirely for our own pleasure — his 
worship— his house— his sacraments ! How much 
less still do they consider about the image of a 
restored nature^ presented to us as a constant pattern 
in the person of God's own Son, or of any of the 
more peculiar motives, and advantages, and obli- 
gations of the Gospel ! Much as there is to like, or 
to respect, in very many such instances, the minister 
of Jesus Christ can scarcely look on them without 
uneasiness, and fear for things to come ; lest in the 
day of trial they should fail, and be found wanting 
in the point which is alone of final consequence — 
the approbation of their Judge, according to " the 
word which he hath spoken." 

In speaking thus, it is not meant to take into 
account extreme cases, as of all those unhappy 
multitudes of men of whom it may be said too 
surely, that, though partakers in the letter of the 
Christian covenant, they are among the " enemies 
of the cross of Christ," being " lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God;" still less of open unbe- 
lievers and of scomers, who do not scruple to avow 
a disregard of heavenly truths, and hopes, and pro- 
mises. Our present thought is of a widely different 
sort of men from these : it looks to instances in 
which the man of worldly diligence is really respect- 
able, and worthy of the praises of his bretnren as a 
member of society; but where the fire from heaven 
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(if it may be permitted so to speak) appears not 
to have descended upon the altar of the heart It 
is the want of spiritual conviction — of salt within 
themselves — in such persons, that constitutes the 
evil now in view : an evil which, it may be feared, 
forms one of the most ruinous defects and blemishes 
in Christian communities ; a sight, than which few 
give more lively pain to ihe reflecting and sincere 
believer, or more advantage to the adversaries or 
corrupters of the truth as it is found in Jesus Christ, 
For what is likely to be found the end of all such 
things? what is it which eventually suffers from 
them ? It is the truth itself that suffers : it is the 
Gospel that at last is evil spoken of. Now, if the 
Gospel be our highest and chiefest good, our only 
soUd rock of hope and comfort, — ^if truth be there, 
and there aZt>ra«,-— ought these things thus to be, 
among a brotherhood professing to believe the 
Gospel ; who have been made partakers of its pre- 
cious promises ? Or ought we not to be, according 
to our several stations, at once industrious and reli- 
gious; diligent and pious; "not slothful in busi- 
ness," but yet " fervent in spirit ; serving the Lord" 
alike in every way ; " glorifying God both with our 
bodies and our spirits, which are his." 

I am aware that there is an error also on the 
other side; and as we love the truth, and would 
desire to recommend it most effectually, to let our 
light shine most attractively, that others may be 
led by it to glorify our Father which is in heaven, 
it is of consequence that we remark upon it 

Now, God forbid that we should shut our eyes to 
the true import of our Saviour's question, " How 
can ye believe, which receive honour one of another^ 
and seek not the honour that comeXicL ^^\sv Q>^q^ 
4. 



only?** — (John v. 44); that we should seek thd 

f praise of men as our direct, or chief reward ; or 
ose sight of the spirit of the solemn warning given 
to us, that " the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God." — (James iv. 4.) But it is a mistaken 
spirit, which regards all praise of men as little short 
of evil; or which habitually, or even carelessly, 
neglects or sets at nought the dispositions which 
obtain men's favour. It is much nearer to the 
truth to say, that there is surely something wanting 
to the perfectness of that man's piety, how real and 
sincere soever it may be, in whom the favour both 
of God and man shall not be found united in a 
reasonable manner. And there is certainly a ten- 
dency in many of a more spiritual mind and bent, 
to render ti^uth unlovely in its features, and much 
more unacceptable than it should ever be, by various 
errors in their social conduct, and in their ways of 
handling and presenting it to view in their own 
persons. 

Thus, if a disposition more or less sincerely spi- 
ritual shall seem to be in any man a cloak for 
indolence; if, where we really believe some hun- 
gering and thirsting after righteousness to be, we 
still must be compelled to witness homes devoid of 
almost every innocent outward comfort, by reason 
of such indolence ; can we refrain from grieving to 
behold the plain discredit attached to such persons, 
whom we fain would recommend, in higher points, 
as patterns to their fellows ? The like is to be said, 
wherever piety shall be defaced by harshness, and 
by a want of courtesy and kindness : and much 
more still must we lament the sad disunion, if any 
where a livelier zeal for the Divine honour, and 
more decided relish for things spiritual, shall be 



disfigured by an overreaching spirit^ or by an insuf- 
Jicient care upon the points of punctuality and 
honesty. 

Let us look to St. Paul's character and conduct, 
— his piety, his faith and zeal, his deep devotedness 
to God and Christ. These are qualities which know 
no difference of time, or place, or circumstance, 
such as can either change their nature, or our great 
obligation to desire and cultivate them. These 
are, consequently, a direct example for ourselves. 
Our faith, our piety, our zeal, our love to Christ, 
should be the very same in kind which the apostle's 
were. We serve the God whom he served; we 
trust in the Redeemer whom he loved; we look 
for that same day of reckoning which was the 
object of his faith and hope. That day will surely 
come : that Saviour still is found, alone, " the way, 
the truth, and the life :" with that Almighty Father 
is "no variableness, neither shadow of turning." 
What dispositions, then, were fitting in St. Paul 
toward them, the same are equally required in us. 

And just the same may be afiirmed of the inte- 
grity of the apostle, and his kindness : these self- 
same qualities should also be in m^ which were in 
him. That very kindness which he exercised among 
his brethren and companions, is just the same which 
we are called upon to exercise among ours. And 
can we doubt that his integrity should now be 
practised by ourselves ? How else are we to prove 
our honesty and uprightness, except by keeping to 
ourselves that answer of a good conscience which 
supported him ? " Receive us : we have wronged 
no man, we have corrupted no man, we have 
defrauded no man." Digest these things ; and you 
will see that the example of St. P^xvV %\SX ^^-r^^'s* ^^is* 
weJJ to our own daily use, as it coxiXdi ^oM\^a^^^^ 
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living at this day among ub, and were of our own 
home and nation : his combination of spiritual and 
social excellence should be ours. 

Much more the example of our Lord Jesus 
should be ours. And here I would direct particu- 
lar and close attention to the most instructive truth, 
that purity — a holy pureness — ^is one of the most 
q)ecial and distinctive features of the Saviour <rf 
the world. His meekness, kindness, long-suffering 
and many, many other graces, are evident in all 
his life ; but much of every one of these has been 
found also, and is seen, in many other righteous 
persons. And so indeed, up to a certain point, has 
there been evidence in others of the grace which 
we are now considering; but still, our Saviour's 
purity of heart and thought is something quite and 
specially his own, 

\ There is in this something very peculiar. Holy 
as our Lord's apostles were, after the communica- 
tion of the day of Pentecost, we can conceive of 
them, that, in the times before their calling, they 
might have fallen under some of the temptations 
common to man, in the respect of breach of purity. 
Indeed, we find St. Peter and St. Paul imputing 
such things to the disciples to whom they wrote. — 
(1 Pet. iv. 3; Tit. iii. 3.) But in our Lord's own 
character, and language, and demeanour, from the 
beginning to the end, there is not room for such a 
thought. I defy even a profane scoffer to read the 
history of Jesus Christ himself, and to attach to it, 
with any shadow of justice, one single notion of 
impurity. Take even the passages or incidents in 
Christ's history, which might most naturally give a 
possible occasion for such imagination ; and you will 
find a spotless innocence, simplicity, and dignity, in 
aU bis conduct, which quite foibidB tVxe ewtx^jice of 
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any evil thought. Now, this deserves our best 
attention : for seeing, as we do, how thousands upon 
thousands fall beneath the snares of this besetting 
sin of want of purity of hearty and how exceeding 
great our need both was, and is, of such a perfect 
pattern on the want of pureness; we may well 
trace the wisdom and goodness of the Lord at once, 
in this so striking feature of our Saviour's human 
character — his absolute and perfect purity of heart 
and thought. God give us grace to read the proper 
lesson from it ; namely, that " every one that hath 
this hope within him," (the hope of seeing God 
hereafter, and Christ our Saviour, as he now is,) 
will strive to " purify himself, even as He is pure.'* 

Let the world be ever so impure, it is most sure 
that rest and peace are in the Gospel : a remedy 
for sin is there; there is a fountain to wash off 
uncleanness, and grace that may renew and restore 
our nature to the knowledge and love of God. 
Thousands of the faithful know this to be so, by 
positive experience : the Spirit of truth has shown 
It to themselves first, and then their lives have wit- 
nessed it to others. They have themselves believed 
their Saviour's words, and trusted in his strength ; 
and they have found his goodness and his power in 
effects like these — ^produced within them no man 
knoweth how, but still most certainly produced, 
and growing up toward perfection. — (Mark iv. 
26 — 28; John iii. 8.) A mist has been removed 
thereby from off their eyes, and they have seen 
things clearly. " Whereas they were before blinded, 
now they see." — (John ix. 25.) 

Before, when they were either wearied with the 
contradictions of the world around them, or grieved 
with the oppressive burden of tK^vc o^w iYo&^'^«^ 
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eotild not find rest or ooufort; and there was 
nothing to relieve them from perplexity, or ghame^ 
or misery. But since they now hsLvefdi and under^ 
stood the force of their baptismal promise ; unce they 
have turned to, and beheved on, Jesus Christ with 
all their hearts; << behold, all things have become 
new!" They have found out that the world, with 
all its profits and pleasures, is vanity, if blindly 
trusted in; but to those who do in earnest look for 
better things, there most assuredly <^ remaineth a 
rest, appointed for the people of God." With 
respect to themselves, they have discovered a Re- 
deemer, who has psdd their ransom, and wrought 
their reconciliation with a Father in heaven. Him 
they have received, acknowledged, and obeyed 
accordingly; and they have found his gracious 
words made good: he has given rest unto their 
souls. Thenceforward they have grown in grace, 
in knowledge, and in h(diness. 5lany signs are 
presently at hand to show it : they have now learnt 
to love the will of God, and wait upon his ordi- 
nances. Prayer has become to them a source rf 
comfort and delight ; no idle form, or task unwil- 
lingly performed, but verily their daily armour of 
defence against temptation, and in the seasons of 
distress : exceeding help, and health, and pleasure, 
have they found in it. God's worship, and his holy 
day and house, have grown habitually dear to them; 
they have learnt, too, to seek the !Lord at his own 
holy table. In short, they have in all things learnt 
to " love righteousness, and to hate iniquity ; and 
therefore God, even their God, hath anointed them 
with the oil of gladness above their fellows." — (Ps. 
xlv. 7, 8.) " The bones which were before broken, 
now rejoice." — (Ps. li. 8.) They have been willing 
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to perform God's will; and they have learnt, accord- 
ing to Christ's saying, " of the doctrine, that it is of 
God."— (John vii. 17.) 

Christian brethren, as you love the hope of your 
Christian calling — as you would cultivate, in pure- 
ness of heart, social and spiritual excellence — as 
you would enjoy in due season the happiness of 
heaven, — forget not, negject not, to pray heartily 
for the assistance of that Divine Spirit which shau 
enable you to understand the things of God ; and 
by understanding, to love them ; and by loving, to 
pursue them. 

As you are weary of the evil passions and cross 
humours of this Ufe ; as you feel, painfully feel, its 
burthens, and groan under its distresses ; pray for 
that heavenly light which shall enable you to per- 
ceive clearly, and to be persuaded firmly, that 
there are better things elsewhere than this life 
affords: that there is a land, where the wicked 
shall for ever cease from troubling, and where the 
weary are at rest ; not merely in the silence of the 
grave, and in a rest where all things are forgotten; 
but in a place where love, and peace, and holiness^ 
are the prevailing dispositions and the ordinary 
enjoyments ; where every thing shall work together 
for the perfecting of happiness to them who shall, 
by faith and prayer, have laid sure hold upon the 
entrance thereinto — even on the Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who is " the way, the truth, and the life." 
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2 Thess. iii. 16. 



** Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by 
all means." 

Of the enemies that beset the Christian Church, 
schism is one of the most cunning, and most 
dangerous. Once throw off the sacred authority 
by which the truths of religion have been handed 
down, and what possible safeguard have we that 
those truths shall not suffer by addition, subtrac- 
tion, or perversion ? It is because of the melan- 
choly results of separation, of the perversion of 
doctrine publicly, and the estrangement of kind 
and lovely feehngs individually, that we must 
guard against the very entrance of schisms and 
divisions, and beseech all by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ^'B, name never pleaded in vain — to 
speak the same thing, and that there be no divi- 
sions. — (1 Cor. L 10.) Schism is an evil not to be 
tampered with ; not to be mollified, and excused, 
and argued away. We must look at the monster 
in its very face, and this with an apostolic eye. 
Its tendency is to overturn the kingdom of Christ, 
and thus the wicked world has an interest in the 
labours of every schismatic. See what our Lord 
said, as recorded in Matt. xii. 25. Schism is a 
work of the flesh : see 1 Cor. iii. 3 ; Gal. v. 19, 20; 
2 Tim. iv. 3; 2 Pet. ii. 10 ; Jude 8, 11—18; James 
iii. 13. Schism shuts out from the kingdom of 
heaven : see Gral. v. 20, 21 ; John xv. 4 ; flebrews 
X. 26; 2 Thess. iii. 6 ; Rom. xvi. 17 ; 2 Tim. iii. 10; 
Matt, xviii. 17. Nothing is so injurious to per- 
sonaJ religion as a schismatical spirit: indeed, it 



is utterly inconsisteat with the requisite devout 
breathings of peace and love, which constitute a 
Christian man. It sets at defiance St. Paul's 
entire delineation of charity, as given in 1 Corin- 
thians xiii. There is no contentment connected 
with such a spirit ; therefore it tries to make the 
worst of every thing, and cannot exclaim with the 
fervour and resignation of the apostle, " I have 
learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content."— (Phil. iv. 1 1 .) For schism in the church 
is what faction is in the state ; it is an uneasy, 
intriguing, and malignant spirit. If carried to a 
great extent, it would undermine and overthrow 
any church, and put everything into confusion 
and weakness ; just as faction would unsettle the 
government of any state, and render us uncomfort- 
able and rebellious among ourselves, and exposed 
to the invasion of any foreign foe, who would be 
tempted by our distractions to take advantage of 
the weakness caused by them. Oh — as we said 
just now — what an interest has an unbelieving 
world in the schisms of the church ! 

But, before it be carried out to its wretched end, 
what unholy tempers and what envious bickerings 
does it cause ! For those who separate must 
always be looking out for reasons to justify their 
separation ; and thus they will be looking rather 
at the evil that is in everything, than at the good. 
—^1 Cor. xiii. 6.) They will become more and 
more wideners of the breach, and not healers. 
The paity, too, from whom they separate, will 
deem themselves injured; and they, in their own 
defence, will be forced to answer for themselves, 
and it may be to recriminate — and this will nerve, 
those who separate into al\\\ ^e»X.et %xsv\s\sif»5sx«. 
and jealousies : and thus a gcomxwg^ NvJ^fi^R^^ ''^s^^^^ 



ill feeling will become strengthened every day. 
And thus, in proportion as our charity becomes 
lukewarm, or utterly forsaking us, we shall view 
all things under a malevolent aspect, till we find 
too late the truth of the remark of an eminent 
divine — 'He that, from a charitable temper, re- 
lapses into a spiteful and rancorous one, is aposta- 
tized from one half of the religion of a Chnstian, 
and hath exchanged one of the fairest graces of a 
saint for one of the blackest characters of a devil/ 
Alas ! there are too many instances of men, emi- 
nent men too, who had once an honest zeal for the 
life and substance of vital religion, and made great 
conscience of "living soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world," and of " crucifying 
the flesh, with its affections and lusts ; " and who 
have felt that " the wrath of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God/' but rather " them that are 
meek shall he guide in judgment, and such as are 
gentle, them shall he teach his way ; " who, after- 
wards becoming bigots to a sect or party, having 
directed the stream of their zeal into another and 
inferior channel — where its irregular current has 
made a greater noise, and gained more notoriety — 
filled the world with a loud and turbulent clamour 
about little things, and gathered to themselves 
partisans warm in the cry of liberty of conscience, 
and other political watchwords, while the grossest 
immoralities have been tolerated and connived at. 
There is great danger to the soul in all this zeal 
and clamour of faction ; for parties are led to utter 
words that best suit the temper of a factious audi- 
ence, and are also led into contact with persons 
and principles from whom the good and humble 
men of heart had better keep aloof, if they are 
really in search of the practice of \\ta\ xeW^oti ^xA 



Christian love, and do not desire to place the 
greater part of their religion on those points on 
which men debate and divide. Whoever considers 
the subject calmly, must see that schism will ever 
bring dishonour and reproach on religion, weaken 
its moral power, be preventive of the conversion of 
neighbourhoods and the world at large, and thus 
tend to and be productive of infidelity. Schism 
has often led to the discussion whether Christianity 
be a real benefit to the world, by cherishing bene- 
volence and love; or whether the public wars 
connected with its name, and the contentions in 
neighbourhoods, and feuds in families, do not 
rather stamp it as the instigator of virulence and 
passion, among a large portion of mankind. But 
let schism bear its own burden, and not shift it 
upon the bosom of our pure and benevolent reli- 
gion : let it appear in its own proper deformities 
of pride and presumption, ever marked with gross 
injustice towards multitudes of good men who will 
not share in its intolerance, and become its blind 
partisans. It has been observed, that even Christ 
himself, in all the beauty of heavenly meekness 
and perfect virtue, would never conciliate the schis- 
matic : and it is recorded as a fact, that, when 
Calvin preached in one church, and Viret in ano- 
ther, a celebrated character was asked why he did 
not come sometimes and hear the latter ; to which 
he replied, * If St. Paul should come and preach 
in the same hour vrith Calvin, I would leave Paul, 
and hear Calvin.' To such an absurd and irrational 
extent does the fury and blindness of party carry 
too many ; and there is, above all, this danger in 
schism, that, as the pious Baxter once remarked, 
'the sin of schism is commonly j^i^l^fesA^'^sA^es^-- 
dom repented of.' Even tkos^ YiVtf> «xfc ^^'osaSws^ 
7. 
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from the church soon find schism to be a serious 
evil ; and they preach against, and endeavour to 
nip that in the bud, of which they themselves may 
be said to be in the full flower of guilt. 

But, passing from the contemplation of so horrid 
a picture as that which is displayed in schism, or 
the schismatical spirit, let us very briefly think of 
the beauty of unity, and how pleasant and sweet a 
thing it is to dwell together in unity. Unity is the 
life and soul of every society or combination of 
men. Persons who associate together in unity for 
the furtherance of a virtuous cause, can achieve 
anything. It is through the preservation of unity, 
that the Christian Church has spread itself over 
the world ; and, doubtless, upon this account, as 
well as for individual edification, did Christ and 
his apostles so constantly and earnestly exhort all 
Christians to observe, under all circumstances, this 
precious bond of peace and love. The man who 
now lives in unity with an apostolic church, pro- 
vided that church exhibits no terms of sinful and 
unscriptural union, has the strongest precepts of 
Holy Scripture on his side, as well as the holy 
and happy practice of the primitive church, which 
was founded on those precepts of Scripture. 

This unity was most remarkable in the first and 
purest ages of the church. St. Cyprian beautifully 
alludes to it in his book "On the Unity of the 
Church." He says, ' When our Lord approached 
nearest to the hour of his sufiering, he said, 
" Peace I leave with you ; my peace I give unto 
you." He gave this hereditary gift to us: he pro- 
mised all his rewards and blessings on the preser- 
vation of peace. If we are heirs of Christ, let us 
remain in the peace of Christ. If we are the sons 
of God, we ought to be peaceful, " Ble«»^ed " he 



says, " are the peace-makers ; for they shall be 
called the children of God." It behoves the chil- 
dren of God to be filled with peace, mild in heart, 
artless in speech, of one mind in afiection ; holding 
faithfully to themselves in the bonds of unanimity. 
This unity was formerly seen in the time of the 
apostles. Thus the newly converted company of 
believers, keeping the commandments of the Lord, 
held their charity. The Divine Scripture proves 
this, which says, "And the multitude of them 
which believed were of one heart and of one soul,'* 
— (Acts iv. 82) ; and again, " These all continued 
with one accord in prayer and supplication, with 
the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brethren." — (Acts i. 14.) And thus, be- 
cause they prayed with efficacious prayers, so they 
obtained with confidence whatever they sought 
from the mercy of God.' And then this good 
father shows the difference between a self-denying 
and a money-getting age, and attributes the gifts 
of the blessings of God to the unity that prevailed. 

In order to maintain this unity, there must be 
uniformity ; and, indeed, uniformity will spring out 
of a sincere and zealous unity. As in the manage- 
ment of families and households, so in matters of 
the church, men should not suffer themselves to be 
put out of temper on trifling grounds. It seems 
reasonable that Christian government. Christian 
discipline, and Christian mode of worship, should 
be everywhere as much alike as possible ; so that 
persons may perceive, at once, the rules and man- 
ners of the society to which they are joined, and, 
in cases of any miscarriage, know clearly where, 
and in what degree, lies the remedy. 

This is surely reasonable; but vvci^ ^w\^^^ 
add veneration and beauty to Tfe^^oxv,*\H. ^^ <y3s^^ 



think that we, in all things, were taking as our 
pattern those Christian ages when persecution had 
m some degree ceased, and the members of the 
church were freely worshipping God ! During the 
three first centuries, if a Christian went from any 
one part of the world to another — ^firom Persia to 
Spain, or from Pontus to Carthage— he was certain 
to find the same points of faith held by his bre- 
thren; and, wherever he journeyed, was sure of 
being admitted to communion. But, on the other 
hand, if he had been excluded fi-om his own church, 
he also found himself shut out from every other 
church ; and such care was observed on this pointy 
that the churches gave letters to any of their mem- 
bers, which insured communion with their brethren 
in other countries. At this time the term ' Catho- 
lic ' was in common use, and it was applied to the 
whole body of believers who were in unity. What 
if a church now was in all things like to a church 
in the days of the primitive saints and martyrs? 
Would it not be a testimony to the continuity and 
imchangeableness of the Christian religion — ^that 
religion which commenced in full strength and 
punty, and never can be improved by novelty? 
Our succession of bishops from the apostles is 
certainly no mean testimony to the truth of Holy 
Scripture ; because, when the succession of bishops 
has been so strictly preserved, we may judge that 
also those sacred writings which support this suc- 
cession would be equally preserved : and it is 
impossible to suppose that the churches of the 
apostles, and the agreement of brethren so faith- 
ful, so numerous, and who have handed down this 
succession, could not guarantee that their writings 
should be faithfully transmitted. And, indeed^ 
could we not prove the authouty of Scripture ia 



this way, the infidel would have a cause of tri- 
umph ; for the first question which an unbeliever 
puts to a Christian is this : — * Prove to me the 
authenticity and genuineness of your Gospels and 
Epistles, before I can trust to them as delivering 
the word of God ; prove to me that they are the 
very words of Christ and his apostles, faithfully 
handed down.' Saint Augustine, a father of the 
church beloved and esteemed by all Christians, 
has some admirable remarks on the succession of 
bishops from the apostles being a strong testimony 
to the truth of Holy Scripture: how would he 
have gloried in that succession being transmitted 
clearly to this day ! 

Thus does unity in the church serve to prove the 
general doctrines of Christianity ; and this is an 
essential feature in the beautiful face of unity. 
And let us be assured now, that not only will unity 
and uniformity strengthen the evidence of the truth 
of the Christian religion at home as well as abroad, 
where the heathen, and Mahometan, and unbe- 
liever, are inclined to interpret a mere want of ex- 
ternal uniformity of discipline into disunion upon 
the very essence of our religion ; but also, in an 
appeal to the unity and uniformity of the early and 
pure ages of the church, lies the only cure for 
schism and division. Whether several sects have 
contracted and narrowed the Christian faith, by 
reviving heresies condemned by the primitive 
church ; or whether the Church of Rome has en- 
larged the Christian faith overmuch, by making 
or declaring new articles of faith in a later age of 
the world ; — the creed or belief of the church, con- 
taining all points of faith necessary to be known 
by all Christians, should be reduced to >«\sal >^ 
was in the time of the first towt ^'wve^^ ^y^xssNss^* 
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for no man dare say justly, that the faith of the 
primitive fathers was impeiject or insufficient. We 
say, justly; for, alas ! as Bp. Wilson in his time 
observed, there are persons, of an evil nature, who 
' ridicule the veneraole fathers and councils of the 
primitive church after the most scandalous manner, 
and thereby deprive, as much as it is in the power 
of hell to do it, the Church of Christ of their testis 
mony to the truth, and of the then received sense of 
the Sacred Scriptures.* 

It may be that unity will never be universal oOl 
the earth, but then neither will goodness; and 
schism may never entirely cease, any more than 
sin will become unknown: but are we not ever, 
however hopelessly, to strive against the sin of the 
world ? Let members of the church be thankful 
for the grace and privilege of belonging to a branch 
of the true, Catholic Church of Christ : Catholic, 
because it teaches universally and completely one 
and all the doctrines which ought to come to men's 
knowledge, concerning things visible and invisible, 
heavenly and earthly ; Catholic, because it draws 
under its light yoke, in order to godliness, every 
class of men, governors and governed, learned and 
unlearned, rich and poor; Catholic, because it 
universally treats and heals every sort of sins which 
are committed by soul and body, and possesses 
within itself every form of virtue which is named, 
both in deeds and words, and in every kind of 
spiritual gifts ; and Catholic in a more particular 
sense, in that which has been used to distinguish 
the veritable church from the heretical and coun- 
terfeit. And the more thankful we feel, the more 
let us observe a noble generosity and tender feeUng 
towards all those who, either conscientiously or 
malevolently^ cut themselvea off ftom holy com- 
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munion with us, who use nothing in our public 
form of worship * but the very pure word of God, 
the Holy Scriptures, or that which is agreeable to 
the same;' and who feel and know that the church 
has added nothing to the doctrine or discipline of 
the apostles : for she has done nothing inconsistent 
with the liberty and due ordering of a church, 
nothing that those who may differ from us do not 
find necessary in principle to do, nothing that could 
decently and conveniently be dispensed with. And 
let us feel assured, that a strict and conscientious 
adherence to the blessings of unity and uniformity 
is best consistent with the duties of charity and 
scriptural love and peace ; for then our very prac- 
tice preaches harmony and sweet concord to all. 
Who was more strict m the maintenance of unity, 
and rubrical observance, than the pious Bishop of 
Sodor and Man, the ever-renowned Bp. Wilson ? 
And thus we read it recorded of him, that * he was 
so great a friend to toleration, that the Papists who 
resided in the island loved and esteemed him, and 
not unfrequently attended his sermons and prayers. 
And the Dissenters attended even the communion 
service, as he had allowed them a liberty to sit or 
stand ; which, however, they did not make use of, 
but behaved in the same manner with those of the 
Established Church. A few Quakers who resided 
on the island visited, loved, and respected him.' 
And it was Bishop Wilson who preached this most 
beautiful sentence (see Sermon 36): — 'We are to 
be courteous and obliging towards all men. Cha- 
rity speaks kindly, deals tenderly ; grieves not the 
hearts of the livmg, and treads softly upon the 
graves of the dead.' 

Members of the Church of England have not 
to look about for the true cliuic\i, ^ai-si xnort^ Nicka^ 
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those settled and resident in a house have to search 
for one. They are already in the church by virtue 
of the baptism of the new covenant ; that church 
which can exhibit the true notes of the Church of 
Christ. They are of the Protestant Church, be- 
cause they protest against novelties, and in favour 
of pure antiquity ; and thus may say in the memo- 
rable words of 6p. Hall, ' We do only protest 

THIS, THAT WE ARE PERFECT CaTHOLICS. Let 

others look to themselves : we are sure we are as 
Catholic as true faith can make us — as much one as 
the same Catholic faith can make us ; and in this 
undoubted right we claim and enjoy the sweet and 
inseparable communion with all the blessed mem- 
bers of that mystical body, both in earth and 
heaven ; and, by virtue thereof, with the glorious 
Head of that dear and happy body, Jesus Christ 
the righteous, the Husband to this one Wife, the 
Mate to this one Dove : to whom, with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, three Persons and one God, 
be given all praise, honour, and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen.' 

Christians ! let there be no schism in the body. 
—(1 Cor. xii. 25.) 

" Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace 
always by all means. The Lord be with you all !'* 
—(2 Thess. iii. 16.) 



*^* It may be profitable to state, that this Tract is taken 
from the work entitled " The Primitive Church in its Epis- 
copacy" (Benlley) ; and of that book a high theological 
authority states, 'The facts and arguments here brought toge- 
ther have never yet been satisfactorily answered, and never 
will be while the world stands.' 
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Romans vii. 24, 25. 



" O wretched man that I am ! who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death ? I thank God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord." 



It is related of a bloody tyrant in ancient times^ 
or it was the fiction of the poets to describe the 
excess of tyranny, that it was his frequent and 
horrible pleasure to bind the living to the dead ; to 
condemn his lingering victims to endure for days 
and nights the cold embrace and loathsome touch 
of some swollen and rotten carcase, which they 
themselves were ere long to resemble, and with 
whose wretched dust their own was to moulder 
away. Such may be thought the bitterest dregs 
of human misery : yet hardly inferior, perhaps, to 
the reasonable soul of man, is the bondage and 
burthen of that mass of fleshly appetites, whose 
earthly bonds restrain its every nobler aspiration ; 
whose increasing corruptions pollute, while they 
destroy; whose propensities tend downwards to 
their native clay; and whose heritage are the 
grave and hell ! 

Nor must this hideous picture be regarded as 
the creature of imagination ; nor is it oi his own 



case only that St. Paul is speaking in Romans vii. 
24, 25 : though he, like other raen, had felt the 
bondage which he mouras, and, happier than many 
men, had been greatly and gloriously rescued. It 
is a complaint in which every man must sympathise 
who has examined seriously his own heart and con- 
science ; who has ever sought to forsake a single 
sinful practice, or attempted to cleanse his soul 
from the stain of a single unholy desire. Wicked- 
ness is often called blindness, and, as it should 
seem at first, with suflScient reason ; since a course 
of wickedness is so utterly contrary to the visible 
interest of man, that none but the blind, it might 
be thought, would court their ruin. But if wicked- 
ness proceeded from blindness only, should we so 
often find, as we are unhappily doomed to do, that 
' they who have eaten most largely of the tree of 
knowledge, are often furthest removed from the 
tree of life ? ' and that they who, of all men, best 
know their duty and interest, are often of all others 
most backward to follow either? The profligate 
whose vices are dragging him to an early grave, 
will tell you, perhaps with tears, that he knows, 
but cannot escape his danger ; and many a man of 
lofty spirit and lofty understanding has mourned 
in secret over those pursuits by which his outward 
attention was engrossed. The inquiry would be 
too long here, to trace to its source tlfiat mighty 
strife between good and evil which is as old as 
all created things ; in which the angels first, and 
afterwards our parents fell ; and which, crushed as 
the serpent's head has been by Christ, continues 
still, and, till the final triumph of our Redeemer, 
must continue, to shake with its convulsive strug- 
gles the pillars of the universe. It is enough for 
us to know that we are by nature sick unto death. 



but that we have a great Physician at hand to 
heal us. It is sufficient for us to recollect that we 
must not complain of evils for which a remedy is 
provided ; and that the apostle himself, who would 
seem to plunge us in despair by the picture which 
he draws of our natural condition^ bursts forth im- 
mediately after into a noble exclamation of thank- 
fulness to that God who hath delivered us^ through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

There are two points in this great deliverance, 
this dreadful ransom which the Son of God has 
paid for our souls by his own dying agonies, which, 
according to St. Paul's argument, could not be 
supplied by any human code of morality, nor even 
by the Jewish law itself, and the commandments 
given from Mount Sinai. The points are — pardon 
and grace; pardon for past offences, grace to enable 
us to lead new lives, and to make us less unworthy 
inhabitants of that heaven whither Christ is gone 
before. The one restores us to the same degree of 
favour with God which our nature possessed before 
its fall ; the other supports us agamst those temp- 
tations under which we must else, of necessity, 
again have fallen : and thus, by the Christian co- 
venant, are boasting and despair alike excluded ; 
boasting by the sense of our natural want of means 
to please the Most High, and despair by the know- 
iMge that the Most High himself is on our side^ 
and that, if we fall not away from him, we may in 
security look on the assaults of our spiritual and 
fleshly enemies. 

From what has been said, the following practical 
conclusions may be drawn. First, since our con- 
dition is by nature so perilous^Hsince our passions 
are so strong, and our flesh so frail and prone to 
evil ; what constant vig\\axic^ dio \>ctf»fc ^^a»»Ks«sa^ 
8, 



6 

and propensities require, of which St. Paul com- 
plains so heavily? If we were shut up in the 
same den with a wild beast ; if we were opposed 
to an armed enemy ; if we were steering a vessel 
through an unknown sea, amid the dash of waves, 
and the glimmering of breakers ; — we should need^ 
I apprehend, no admonition to be watchful and 
diligent. Alas, my friends! our own hearts are 
wilder than the savage of the woods ; our own 
hearts, uncontrolled, are more formidable than the 
deadliest enemy ; our own hearts are more change- 
able and deceitful than the winds, the waves, the 
depths and shallows of the ocean. Watch, then, 
and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. Watch 
and pray ! Without prayer to God, " the watch- 
man waketh but in vain," — (Psalm cxxvii. 1); and 
without an answerable watchfulness and care for 
our souls, displayed in the usual tenor of our lives 
and actions, our idle prayers will be only an offence 
to God. 

Nor should the difficulty of the task hold us 
excused from attempting it ; seeing that what is 
necessary to be done, it becomes us at least to try 
to do ; and what God commands, we may be sure, 
he will also give us strength to accomplish. Of 
ourselves we can do nothing, but we can do all 
things through Christ who strengtheneth us ; and 
the same glorious Being who commanded the lame 
to walk, at the same time gave his limbs ability to 
perform his bidding. So far, indeed, from the 
weakness of the flesh being able to destroy the 
hope of the sincere and industrious Christian, — 
" My grace," says Christ, " is sufficient for thee," 
(2 Cor. xii. 19); and the triumph of that grace is 
shown, not only in ennobling the reasonable soul 
to subdue the body wherein it dwells, but in sane- 



tifying that body into a temple of the Holy Ghost, 
and raising it hereafter from the grave to be a pa- 
lace of unspeakable glory, wherein the pure and 
spotless soul shall through all eternity reside, to 
the praise of Him "who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glo- 
rious body, according to the working whereby he 
is able even to subdue all things to himself." — 
(Phil. iii. 21.) 

But in the promise thus held out of this gracious 
gift to men, the gift, according to the beloved dis- 
ciple, of " power to become the sons of God," — 
(St, John i. 12); in that promise itself, is implied 
a due recurrence to the outward means of grace, 
those instruments, if I may so speak, of (Sod's 
overflowing bounty to man, whereby we draw near 
to our Maker's throne, and lay hold, like Esther in 
the Jewish annals, on the golden sceptre of his 
pardon, his support and favour. It is needful, not 
only to believe in Christ with our hearts, but to 
confess him with our lips unto salvation ; not only 
to endeavour to glorify him in our lives, but de- 
voutly to seek, through the channels of prayer, of 
hearing the word, and of study of the Scripture, 
and through the ordinances which he has left 
behind, that help from on high by which alone we 
are more than conquerors. 

In the rite of confirmation, you renew, in your 
own persons, that solemn and blessed covenant 
which, in your infancy, was contracted for you by 
your sureties : you both profess before men, in ex- 

Sress and solemn terms, your faith in your crucified 
aviour ; and you solicit, for his sake, and in the 
manner which his holy apostles have appointed, 
the gift of the Holy (jhost, the Co\x\fc\l^\» kcii. 
all who are religiously and de^oxxW^ fiSss^Ci?s«.V^ "^^ 
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who feel the burden of their sins, and desire in 
future to live less unworthy of their calling ; all 
who seek for help and life through the blood of 
Christ alone ; and all who are in charity with their 
neighbours, forgiving those who have done them 
wrong, and desirous to make amends — so far as 
their power shall reach — to all those (if such there 
are) whom they have injured;— all such should 
partake in the solemn commemoration of the great- 
est and saddest mercy which ever was shown to 
man, and draw forth life and health to their souls, 
from the body and blood of their broken and bleed- 
ing Saviour. May you ever be occupied, brethren, 
in diligent self-examination, in frequent study of 
the Scriptures, and in frequent and earnest prayer. 
And not for yourselves only let those holy prayers 
be offered, but for us, who watch for your salva- 
tion ; for Aose young plants of faith whom we are 
seeking to train up in the ways of peace and par- 
don ; and for those heathen multitudes, whose eyes 
are bent on us for good or evil, and of all of whose 
souls, one day, a strict account must be rendered 
by every one whose example has made the way of 
truth be evil spoken of, and who have not employed 
to the good of their fellow men, and to the glory 
of the Most High, the abilities, the influence, the 
leisure, and the abundance, which the wise and 
good God has entrusted to them. 

From Sermons preached in India. 



BISHOP HEBER. 



Who has not heard of Bishop Heber, and his 
sweet parish of Hodnet, in the county of Salop ? 
aad who that has heard of them, has not loved 
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the one, and longed to visit the other ? Even a 
stranger, on visiting the parish where Heber la- 
boured and was beloved, could write thus : — " I 
sat down upon an old bench of heavy black oak, 
in the rector's chancel of Hodnet Church. The 
day was very beautiful ; but the solemn quietness 
and mellowed light within the church were better 
suited to my mood. I was thinking of Reginald 
Heber : it was in that church, that he had led the 
worship of the great congregation, during the 
period of his ministry in England, until he was 
made Bishop of Calcutta. How often had his 
untravelled heart turned to his beloved parishioners 
in dear, dear Hodnet ! and doubtless that country 
church, and the old familiar faces there, had often 
and often risen up before him, and been welcomed 
with blessings from his kind and loving heart. I 
thought of his farewell sermon in the midst of his 
sorrowing flock, and of the affecting description 
given of his departure from Hodnet. 'From a 
range of high grounds near Newport, he turned 
back, to catch a last view of his beloved Hodnet ; 
and here the feelings which he had hitherto sup- 
pressed, in tenderness to others, burst forth unre- 
strained ; and he uttered the words (which have 
proved prophetic), that "he should return to it 
no more ! " ' As I thought of him, I blessed that 
gracious Master, who, in calling his servant from 
the charge of a few sheep in this quiet spot, to 
make him the shepherd of the flocks upon a thou- 
sand pastures, had so graciously fitted him for his 
high calling ; not only bestowing upon him many 
splendid gifts, but those meek and lowly graces 
without which no gifts of genius could have made 
him fit to be the minister of Him, who is at once 
meek and lowly in heart, and ih& ^\e^\. ^\\e^^x^ 
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and Bishop of our souls, I thought of that which 
has always appeared to me the most blessed as- 
surance of his growth in grace, and his ripeness 
for eternity ; the prayer found, after his departure, 
in his book of private devotions : — * O my Father, 
my Master, my Saviour, and my King ! unworthy 
and wicked as I am, reject me not as a polluted 
vessel ; but so quicken me, by thy Spirit, from the 
death of sin, that I may walk in newness of life 
before thee ! Convert me first, O Lord, that I 
may be the means in thy hand of strengthening 
my brethren ! Convert me, that I may be blessed 
to the conversion of many ! yea, convert me, O 
Jesus, for mine own sin's sake, and the greatness 
of my undeserving before thee ; that I, who need 
thy mercy most, may find it in most abundance ! 
Lord, I believe ; help thou mine unbelief ! Lord, 
I repent ; help thou mine impenitence ! Turn thou 
me, O Lord, and so shall I be turned : be favour- 
able unto me, and I shall live ; and let what re- 
maineth of my life be spent in thy service, who 
livest and reignest with the Fathej and the Holy 
Ghost, now and for ever. Amen/ And, as I 
thought upon this prayer of a contrite and be- 
lieving heart, I felt how many of those who praise 
Reginald Heber for the natural sweetness of his 
disposition, and his character, naturally lovely, 
among men,— how many think nothing of that dis- 

Eosition, and that character, which distinguished 
im as a renewed and spiritual man before his 
God ! Had he rested in his natural character, it 
might have been said of him, ' And Jesus, behold- 
ing him, loved him, and said unto him. One thing 
thou lackest : ' he did not, however, rest in that 
fair and amiable character, but was taught by the 
Gospel to form his o{Mnion of himself; and on his 
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tomb it might have been written, and written in 
sober truth, * Blessed are the poor in spirit ; for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven/ '^ 

British Magazine^ June, 1832. 



THE DEATH OF HEBER. 

The following is from the pen of a missionary 
clergyman, and beautifully gives us an idea of the 
loss sustained by the Bishop's death :— 

"Three hours had hardly elapsed since his lord- 
ship left the church, when a rumour was spread in 
the Fort that his lordship had been taken dead out 
of the bath, in which he went after his return from 
the Fort. The first notice was brought to me by 
one of the catechists, who came running out of 
breath, and delivered the mournful news with bitter 
cries and lamentations. I could give no credit to 
the melancholy report, till it was confirmed by a 
note from the Rev. Mr. Wright, which informed 
me that our dear father was no more an inhabitant 
of this world. 

"In the afternoon I called on Mr. Robinson : we 
shed our tears over the smiling countenance of our 
late dear departed father, and comforted ourselves 
with the thoughts of a better world, where there 
will be no sorrow, and where all tears will be wiped 
away. It is mournful indeed, to reflect upon the 
sudden and abrupt manner in which our dear father 
was removed from our eyes, when we were admiring 
the grace of God that appeared in him. To him- 
self, however, death was gain. He died like a 
good servant of his Lord, who found him engaged 
in his proper work. But our loss by his departure 
seems irreparable. We have lost a f%.tV\sx% "^s^^. 
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this is a loss which God alone can make up. May 
he graciously grant that we may not be wholly 
disappointed ! 

"Early the following morning, I attended the 
funeral of our late revered father, which was con- 
ducted with all the honours due to his blessed 
remains. It was a mournful and affecting scene, 
indeed, which I have not witnessed since the death 
of the venerable Schwartz." 

Thyus went to his last rest this noble and lowly 
man. It may be said of him, in degree, as was 
written of Barnabas, " He was a good man, full of 
the Holy Ghost and of faith ; and much people 
were added to the Lord." 

It may be well to add, that the works of Bishop 
Heber best known are his " Parish Sermons," his 
" Life of Jeremy Taylor," his beautiful Poem on 
"Palestine;" and the " Narrative of his Journeys 
in India," now publishing in cheap parts by Mr. 
Murray, and to be had of any bookseller. 



J. lUder, Printer, 14, Bartholomew Close, London. 
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Acts vii. 59. 

** And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying^^ 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit" 

Amongst the seven deacons, none was more 
conspicuous, or more zealous, than St. Stephen. 
" Full of faith and power, he did great wonders 
and miracles among the people.'^ So much zeal 
and courage could not fail of stirring up the anger 
and enmity of those who opposed themselves to 
the Gospel. 

I need not recount the noble defence made 
by St; Stephen, when, (false witnesses having 
been suborned, the people stirred up, and he 
draped before the council,) as he spake to thenf, 
all that sat in the council looking steadfastly upon 
him, saw his face as it had been the face of an 
afigel : nor need I describe the rage of his enemies 
when his words cut them to the heart, and they 
gnashed on him with their teeth. The Holy 
Ghost was with him in his sufferings, and sup- 
ported him under all his trials. Yea, Jesus him- 
self was revealed, looking on him from heaven, 
and beckoning him away from a world which was 
not worthy of him. He died with the prayer of 
&ith on his lips, '* Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 

But I would beg of you to fix your thoughts on 
the well-known incidents of this scene, in order to 
leaom bow Christians ought to do ^xA ^xjSKtSs^'^p*^ 



cause of truth. We are too much accustomed to 
look on such a scene as the martyrdom of the 
holy Stephen, as an event of former days — a trial 
never likely to recur. Living in peace and com- 
fort, we regard a martyr with a mixture of pity 
and wonder, as a sort of enthusiast — a man of 
romantic and excited feelings, too good for the 
world we live in. I am persuaded that many 
persons of the present times would have coun- 
selled St. Stephen to have spoken more cautiously 
than he did. He need not, they would say, have 
expressed himself so warmly ; he might have for- 
borne to press his argument, since it served only 
to excite the anger of his adversaries. But Ste- 
phen spoke the words of truth. He testified 
against sin and error, as God gave him utterance ; 
and in dying the death of a martyr, he received the 
reward of a saint. 

Some again, perhaps, would say, St. Stephen 
did his duty manfully, as his conscience directed 
him : but surely it was unfortunate for the church. 
The church lost one of her most useful and valu- 
able members ; and, in consequence of Stephen's 
boldness, suffered grievous persecution. Hence, 
they would argue that, if not for personal reasons, 
yet for the church's sake, it is bett^ to keep back 
unpopular doctrines which may cause offence, and 
give occasion to the enemies of the church to 
blaspheme. 

But, be assured that such a course is most un- 
worthy and unwise : we may not sacrifice truth for 
the sake of peace, even when, to worldly view, it 
may seem expedient. It so happens, however, 
that in the case of St. Stephen, we can point out 
great advantages which arose to the church from 
the boldness of his speech. Tixxe^ \3aa.l Stephen 
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Eerished, aad ^Mevout men carried him to his 
urialy and made great lamentation over him/' 
aod the church itself suffered persecution. But 
what was the result ? The Christians driven fromt 
Jerusalem^ were scattered throughout the regionft 
round about; and wheresoever they went, they 
sowed the seeds ('under no assumption of th«' 
ministerial office') of the Gospel* Perhaps no 
one circumstance tended more directly to spread, 
the kingdom of God, than that first persecution of 
the first Christians, which began with the martyr- 
dom of St. Stephen. Thus was the church, 
watered by the blood of the saints ; and what, at 
first sight, seemed likely to have worked mischief 
— ^perhaps, to have destroyed it in its infancy, — 
proved the eventual means of its strength and 
mcrease. 

The same dispensation of Providence was strik- 
ingly manifested at the time of the Reformation 
of our own church. When Bishops Ridley and 
Latimer were led forth to martyrdom, " they 
Iwought," we read, " a fao:got kindled with fire, 
and laid the same at Dr. Ridley's feet ; to whom 
Latimer spake in this manner : * Be of good com- 
fort, and play the man : we shall this day light 
such a candle, by God's grace, in England^ as, I 
trust, shall never be put out.'" Who knoweth 
whether the like may not again occur? Who 
knoweth whether the persecution of the church, if 
Grod should send persecution, may not again be 
destined to light the torch of zeal, and kindle 
such a spirit of energy as may be the means, 
under Divine Providence, of greatly advancing the 
kingdom of Christ amongst us ? 

KecoUect, though the Gospel is a religion of 
peace,, it brings peace only to tVvoi&^Vy^ ^\^WVv.S»^ 
A 2 



sincerely embraced ; and not even to them cer- 
tainly in this world, except that peace of soul with 
which the world intermeddleth not. To the un- 
godly and wilful it brings no peace, but the con- 
trary. The very object of the church upon earth 
is to make war upon all sin, superstition, ungodli- 
ness, and error, without exception. Hence con- 
tention and opposition have always been its lot 
since the time when it first * turned the world 
npsidc down.' The same spirit which moved the 
High Priests and Pharisees to enmity against 
Stephen; the same Spirit which stirred up an 
uproar amongst the workmen at Ephesus, when 
their craft was in danger; which called forth the 
contemptuous cavillings of the Greek philosopher, 
and the persecution of the Roman politician, and 
raised up heresies and schisms within the church 
itself; — the same Spirit will, in every age, war 
against the church, until one or other be subdued. 

It is the bounden duty of us all, to temper zeal 
with moderation; and to maintain the cause of 
truth with firmness and decision, yet without 
falling into unchristian enmity, even against those 
who most sinfully oppose it. 

How beautiful is the picture of united firmness 
and charity presented to us in the fourth chapter 
of St. John. We see our Lord shaded from the 
noonday sun, sitting at the well of Jacob, and en- 
gaged in friendly converse with a poor Samaritan 
woman; even condescending to ask a favour of 
her, and conferring on her a blessing in return. 
The woman is evidently surprised at his conde- 
scension; so different from what she had usually 
met with from his countrymen. " How is it," 
said she, " that thou, being a Jew, askest water 
from me, which am a Samaritan?" And what is 



the answer of Jesus ? He does not tell her that 
there was no important difference between their 
creeds : that one person might go to heaven one 
way, and one another: that Jew and Samaritan 
were each alike, if they did but act up to their 
respective creeds. No. He tells her plainly, 
'* Ye worship ye know not what. We know what 
we worship: for salvation is of the Jews!" He 
tells her without reserve, that she was wrong, in 
so far as she adopted the Samaritan worship : and 
then proceeds to convince her of her personal sin- 
fulness, and to offer to her that living water which 
He alone could furnish. 

It is remarkable that, on several occasions in the 
New Testament, the Samaritans are spoken of in 
a favourable manner. 1 do not mean as a body, 
but as individuals. Thus, when the priest and the 
Levite passed by the wounded traveller and gave 
him no relief, it was the good Samaritan who went 
to him and bound up his wounds, and set him on 
his own beast, and carried him to a place of safety. 
And so when the ten lepers were healed, and one 
only returned to glorify God, it is added, " and 
he was a Samaritan." 

Now what is the lesson conveyed to us in these 
passages of Scripture? We are plainly taught 
that it is our duty to renounce that bitter and per- 
gonal hostility which was entertained by the Jews 
of our Saviour's time against those who had 
separated themselves from the church ; and when 
we see those who dissent from us, in spite of their 
great disadvantages, 'doing justly, and loving 
mercy,' we should go and do likewise. We 
should never suffer any difference of religious 
belief to prevent us from doing those acts o€ 
personal kindness which ax^ dwe feoxsL ^n^vj \aasw 
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to his neighbour. If^ like the good SaiaaritaB, 
we saw a poor man lying wounded by the way^ 
side^ no one who had a spark of common ho^ 
manity — no one^ we might suppose, in his senses 
— ^would think of inquiring what religion he wa* 
of; our only thou^bt would be to staunch hifr 
wounds and save his life. We should see him 
only in the li^ht of a brother suffering under mis- 
fortune — a neighbour who required immediate aid^ 
And such should always be our feeling. If our 
differing brethren are hungry, we should feed 
them; if they are thirsty, we should give theoi 
drink ; if naked, we should clothe them ; if sick 
and afflicted, we should visit them: and under 
any circumstances we should behave to them with 
kindness and courtesy. That it is our duty to do 
this may surely be gathered from the whole tenor 
of the lovely (jospel. 

But we do not gather from the same Gospd 
that we are to do this because our religious dif- 
ferences are of no importance. They may be of 
the utmost importance. We do not learn from 
Scripture that it is our duty to speak lightly of 
the sin of separation from the church. St. Paul 
says, " I beseech you, mark them which cause 
divisions and offences among you contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have received ; and avoid them/' 
— (Rom. xvi. 17.) And again, how solemnly to 
the Thessalonians, "We command you, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh disp^^ 
orderly, and not after the tradition which he re- 
ceived of us." — (2 Thess. iii. 6.) 

We may be assured it is no less hopeless to 
expect peace, than it is sinful to seek it by un« 
woriby mesLUS. It is related of the Roman Em- 
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peror, Tiberius, that he offered to place the statue 
of our Lord Jesus Christ amongst the gods of the 
Capitol, but the Christians would not consent to 
such a profanation. And we should worship God, 
and him only, banishing every other idol from the 
heart. Every darling sin, all covetousness, and 
vain-glory, and selfishness, and love of ease, or 
whatsoever sin or vanity besets us, these we 
should sacrifice at once in obedience to the love 
of God. It might tend more to peace, if the 
preachers of the Gospel were to wink at error in 
opinion, or corruptness in practice; but what 
would be the value of such a peace ? The Gospel 
might be more popular, if we preached against 
the errors of former centuries, and passed by our 
own ; but what then would be the value of our doc- 
trine ? No ; we must not prophesy smooth things, 
and cry Peace, peace, when there is no peace. It 
is our duty to make war with the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God, against what- 
ever sin is unsubdued in the heart — whatever error 
in belief — whatever irregularity in practice. And 
it is just the popular sms, and prevailing errors 
of the day, against which its power should be 
directed. Our Saviour did not preach to the 
Jews about the errors of the Gentiles ; nor to the 
Sadducees aa;ainst the hypocrisy of the Pharisees ; 
nor to the Pharisees against the ungodliness of 
their Sadducean brethren. So, in this day, the 
errors of the age in which we live must not be 
attacked and spoken against. 

Are we prepared, while earnestly seeking peace, 
to give up peace before truth, and to contend 
earnestly for the faith? If great sacrifices were 
required for the truth's sake, are we preijared 1<^ 
make them ? Are we * ab\e to Axvc^ ^^ "^^ ^'^^ 
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wbidi Jesu» drank ai^ and to be baptized with the 
bftptism which he wa& baptized with?' Caald 
we die for the truth like Stephen ? or should we 
be found among those who, like Demae, forsake 
the Gospel for the love and ease of this present 
world? or, like the seed scorched by the sun, if 
tribulation and persecution were to arise because 
of the truth, should we be offended and fall away? 
God give to all of us grace to know what things 
we ought to do, and fiiithfiilly to fulfil the same: 
then we shall be enabled to bear our testimony to 
the truth, and live to the glory of God the Father; 
and then will Jesus look down with kindness on 
us in our hour of suffering, and receive our spirit 
into his glorious presence. 

Meanwhile, let us remember, " He that soweth 
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlast- 
ing ! " We must sow to the Spirit. We must 
pre-occupy the ground of the heart with good 
grain. Thus oniy can we exclude what is evil. 
" Walk in the Spirit," says St. Paul, " and ye 
shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh." " If ye live 
after the flesh ye shall die, but if ye through the 
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live." 

Show forth your faith then, my friends, and 
your courage for the truth, by living in all the 
ordinances and the laws of God blameless, doing 
all you can for the honour and glory of God. And 
to this end, be not satisfied with any one line of 
duty, or any partial observance of his laws, but be 
making contmual efforts to do more and more in 
his service. Like the converted Magdalen, offer 
largely of your substance to the Lord. Like 
Martha, give your personal services in well-regu*- 
Isted anddii^eot activity. lAke M^t^, kweel at 
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your Lord's feet, and receive the instruction of his 
church. Make much of every thing which you 
are taught ; gather up every crumb which falleth 
from his table. Like Peter, be ready to do or to 
suffer for his service, to range yourself on the 
Lord's side, and be bold and valiant for the truth: 
this is an acceptable service. And then, like the 
holy St. John, you may lean confidently on the 
breast of Jesus : he will be to you a staff, a guide, 
and a friend. Then Christ will dwell in your 
hearts by faith; then will you have access to 
grace more and more abundantly: your hearts 
will be purified — sanctified— comforted : you will 
overcome the world, and all its sins and vanities : 
you will contend more earnestly for the faith once 
delivered to the saints : you will seek and accept 
the truth as it is in Jesus: you will offer your 
souls and bodies unto God an acceptable and holy 
sacrifice : like the martyred St. Stephen, you will 
be ready willingly and thankfully to die in your 
Saviour s cause, and you will " receive the end of 
your faith, even the salvation of your souls." 

{Extracted from a Volume 'of 
^'Parochial Sermons.'*) 



J. Rider, Printer, 14, Batt^olanMni G\<MA^\iQraAN^ 



Crattst for 0nsIis$men* 



THE RIGHT MIND. 



BY 

SAMUEL WILBERFORCE, D.D. 

DEAN OF ^VESTMINSTKR. 




LONDON : 
EDWARDS AND HUG;HES, 

AVE-MARIA LANE. 
1845. 



]3. 



IPriee lid., or 10». 6d, p«T \<»."\ 



C{)( a^isibt Minn. 



Mask v. 15. 
" Sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind." 

With every heart that Christ has set free, he 
has left this charge, " Go home to thy friends, and 
tell them how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee/'— (Mark v. 19.) Into all social life, this 
light penetrates. Every man is to be to those 
around him a living preacher of the power of the 
Redeemer : he is to walk among his fellows as si 
witness for Christ. From him, too, the powers of 
evil have been banished (as in the case of the 
demoniac, Mark v. 18, &c.); for him life wears 
another countenance : he is no longer, if he lives, 
as he may, under the renewing influences of the 
Holy Ghost, the slave of dark, or sensual, or furi- 
ous, or earthly spirits. Silently it may be — meekly 
and unobtrusively it must be, b\it ^eX. \£ka'siv.\xx^ 



— he is to bear witness to that mighty Deliverer, 
who found him out in his extremity, and broke the 
fetters which had bound his spirit. Those who 
mix with him in society, in business, in family life, 
are to feel that he is another man ; that his is a 
spirit set free ; that he is sitting, and clothed, and 
in his right mind (Mark v. 15) ; that he is acting 
on high motives ; that there is in him nothing that 
is untrue, nothing impure, nothing which separates 
him from a holy, charitable intercourse with others 
round him. They are to feel, that he has learned 
the law of brotherhood which binds all mien toge- 
ther, and perceived the special charge which has 
been laid upon himself. 

This, brethren, if the grace of Christ is reigning 
in us, is the light which must break forth from our 
new life : it is thus that Christ is to preach through 
us, through us to heal those around us. And He 
will work through us, if we are faithful to our 
charge. We need not acquiesce in all the evils of 
the world : Christ has sent us into the world to 
testify of him, the Healer of its evil. True Chris- 
tian men, in their own station, do raise the tone of 
life around them: in a thousand little instances 
which are occurring daily, they are bearing a wit- 
ness for truth, for sincerity, for reality, for purity, 
for meekness, for self-denial, for a spiritual life, 
which is not lost. Nay, it is, in truth, through 
these smaller instances, that God for the most part 
works. The great instances which shine forth 



6Tery now and then, and are in all men's mouths, 
are themselves, if they have anything real in them^ 
the fruits of those thousand less, unobserved acts 
of truth and holiness, with which, as with the 
morning dew, the lives of his saints have been 
perpetually gemmed. And this is to be one great 
encouragement to us to labour, that Christ will 
thus graciously accept and bless it even to those 
who may never know us. For so it is, that, most 
secretly, society is leavened for good or for eviL 
How many holy men have prayed and waited long 
upon their Lord for strength, and suffered and re- 
sisted temptation, and crushed the evil self within, 
and so borne their witness for Christ, before any 
evil influence in society was uprooted, or any holy 
imd true principle established, or widely spread 
abroad. And thus their secret struggles, their 
slowly ripened Christian grace, have become the 
blessing of the church around them ; even as the 
strong foundations of those coral islands of the 
southern seas, which are now so rich and verdant 
with the prodigal upgrowth of grass, and flower, 
and tree, were wrought silently in the chambers of 
the deep by thousands of living beings, which were 
never seen by those who have entered into their 
labours. And we may have a sure confidence, that 
so it will be with our labour, if only it be wrought 
in truth and faith ; because we have a charge from 
Christ, and he will not fail us in fulfiUing it. 

And if this is our first les^ow, o\it %^^^\A Nnrs* 
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close beside it It is, that our own safety must 
consist in thus working for Christ. 

Even as from the recovered demoniac, (Mark v. 
20) so from us, also, the powers of evil are to be 
kept off by our active fulfilment of our own charge. 
For they lie in wait for us, even as they did for 
him. All the turns of our life, if it be not spent in 
Christ's presence, expose us to danger. In our 
daily use of the abundance of all things, does not 
the evil spirit of selfishness lie, as in ambush, 
ready to seize on us and bind up our soul in bars 
of iron? or, if we lack all things, are not the 
devices of envy, bitterness, and hatred, ready to 
seize on us ? And so it is with all our life : busi- 
ness threatens to make us worldly ; leisure, shal- 
low and frivolous; ease, to make us thoughtless 
of those around us; sorrow, to make us sour 
towards them ; a full provision of meats and 
drinks, to make us sensual; the lack of them, to 
lead us to dishonesty : in success, self-confidence 
chokes modesty, and in danger and extremity, 
expediency and falsehood easily bear down our 
faith in what is right and true. 

Surely, then, the spirits of evil do threaten us ; 
they are ready to sweep on us, to make us their 
prey ; and only in our Saviour's presence are we 
safe. And how may we cling to that ? How, 
but by labouring for him ? This, of his grace, shall 
be our strength. For, if we thus enter on our 
frori, he will be with every one of us. Every 



outward thing will have for us a ministry from 
him. Soon shall we learn all the secrets of ready 
sympathy and self-humiliation. And so^ through 
our whole life, living as those who have a charge 
from Christ will be to us a constant safeguard. 
Sorrow, instead of embittering our hearts, will 
open in them sweeter and deeper fountains: suc- 
cess will make them watchful ; failure, render 
them humble ; nay, the commonest things will be 
ministers of good : in them there will be a disci- 
pline for our tempers, and from their use, we shall 
obtain a power of applying high principles to 
little things. Meats and drinks will become a 
bridle upon appetite ; the cross accidents of each 
hour, a check upon the inner spirit of impatience, 
fretfulness, irresolution, and self-will; aind com- 
mon family life will turn for us into a school of 
holy thoughts and careful self-control. 

We see, then, what a serious thing life is, even in 
its smallest parts. It is, indeed, brethren, a serious 
thing to live, and it is well that we should force 
ourselves to remember this, for all the outer world 
conspires to make us forget it. But it is a serious 
thing to live ; serious both to ourselves and to 
others. To others, because all our life has its 
influence on them ; because, if we live unchristian 
lives, we throw away a ministry of mercy, which 
might have saved some of them ; because the very 
lowest of us cannot waste his own life, and not 
injure other men ; because we c^.\\\vot\i^Nxc>fct\i&\.^ 
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ourselves^ without being untrue to them. For the 
evils we should heal, we aggravate ; that faith in 
Christ as the Healer, which we should confirm, we 
subvert; we drive from him those whom we should 
have won to him ; and all this we do, without 
directly meaning to injure any. Every selfish 
principle and every sinful act of ours give to the 
like principle and act some currency somewhere. 
Sin has in it a fruitfulness in evil, the limits of 
which none can calculate. We must be doing 
evil to others if we are not blessing them in 
Christ's name. And if for others it be thus a 
serious thing to live, far more is it for ourselves. 
For our life, in its various, unmarked, silent 
stream of every-day thoughts, words, and actions, 
is passing into ourselves — is becoming ourselves. 
We are, through its power, thus drinking in, 
and glowing with, the brightness of Christ's pre- 
sence, or we are sinking back from him, and 
coming again under the shadows of the powers of 
evil, from whom he redeemed us. And we know 
not how entirely we may be given up to them. 

Let us, now, strive to subdue wholly every sepa- 
rate sin to which we are tempted. If we allow any 
one to continue, all our work is in vain. All our 
other labours, all our religious offices, all our 
prayers are in vain, if we sufier any sin to abide 
in our hearts. It is a poison root, which will kill 
all the verdure of the soul. Here is where so 
many fail. They are conscious of some evil, 



which has such a hold upon them, that they do 
not either strive against it at all, or strive faintly, 
and as those who expect to be subdued. They do 
not mean to give up all, far from it ; they mean to 
be religious, and so they pray, perhaps, and give 
up other things, and have religious feelings, but 
they do not bring them to bear on' this cherished 
form of evil, on their own weak point. Life is, 
thus, nothing better than a miserable self-contra- 
diction ; it is a child's passion, a fickle day of 
storm and sunshine, the dream of fever, or the 
aimless confusion of delirium. There can be 
neither place, shape, nor order, nor keeping, in 
the life of the half-hearted man. To love God, to 
serve him, this alone gives order, meaning, and 
blessedness, to every separate act of our lives. 
The want of this makes the highest acts of reli- 
gion utterly worthless, and unmeaning ; in vain 
we say prayers, in vain we read God's word and 
hear it, in vain we deny ourselves, and fast, give 
alms, and communicate, unless there be this one 
ruling principle governing our lives ; and where 
this indeed is, the commonest actions become acts 
of religion : if they are done to please Him, our 
little daily instances of self-denial grow into real 
sacrifices; common offerings become true obla- 
tions ; not prayer only, and alms, and receiving 
the holy eucharist, but every deed of kindness to 
a neighbour, nay, every meal, every action, all are 
holy things, sanctified by the wotd c>? Q^^^Al ^ks^ 
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from all the multitude around him; he proves 
what is the will of God concerning him ; and, in a 
little while, when the Lord has made him able to 
support its glory, he will show himself unto him, 
and take him into the full joy of his unveiled 
countenance, in the paradise of God. 
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Matthew xiii. 43. 



^'Then shall the righteous shine* forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father." 

It has pleased God to ordain that even the 
righteous shall die ; that they shall be bowed and 
bent with ills of the flesh, scathed and withered up 
by the powers of the visible world, by cold and 
heat, and pestilence, and famine, and the like; 
that their earthly nature shall be as it were warred 
upon, and beat down, and brought into bondage, 
by the strife of matter. The earthly bodies of the 
holiest are oftentimes ^ marred more than any man ' 
by sharp pains, and lingering anguish, and fearful 
forms of fleshly evil ; or if not so afflicted, yet we 
see the faculties of nature decay, the sight wax 
dim, and the ear heavy, and the whole man grow 
weak and weary, and spent with bearing the bur- 
den and the load of a sinking body. " In the day 
when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and 
the strong men shall bow themselves, and the 
grinders cease because they are few, and those 
that look out of the windows be darkened^ and 



the doors shall be shut in the streets^ when the 
sound of the grinding is low, and he shall rise up 
at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of 
music shall be brought low ; also when they shall 
be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be 
in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and 
the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall 
fail," — (Eccles. xii. 3 — 5) ; then it comes to pass, 
that the wisest of men turns again to the wander- 
ing of a child ; the most piercing reason is as dull 
as if it were worn away ; the memory is misleading 
and confused ; and all the intellectual powers 
seem to be suspended and confused. 

But there is a mystery of humiliation far greater 
than this, into which, also, the righteous are per- 
mitted to enter. It is most certain, that they 
partake moreover of what may be called the spi- 
ritual decays of old age. Sometimes, indeed, the 
righteous depart like Moses, the servant of the 
Lord, who " was an hundred and twenty years old 
when he died," and yet " his eye was not dim, nor 
his natural force abated ; " but if we look at Jacob, 
and Eli, and David, and Solomon, and many more, 
and at many also of whom we read in the history 
of the church, or whom we ourselves see around us, 
we shall discern that the decays of nature are felt 
also in the powers and habits of the spiritual life ; 
and the moral failings which beset old age, gather 
even about those in whom is the gift of righteous- 
ness. We see them, for instance, more or less. 



under what may be called the powers of dissolu- 
tion. Even the best of men^ when they grow old, 
become credulous^ and irresolute, and of a weak 
will, and feeble in self-control — and are quickly 
kindled, and haunted by false fears and fanciful 
suspicions — and break out into little eccentricities 
— and are sensitive if remarked upon, or resisted, 
or advised. 

And these little mists rise up, and draw a haze 
over the brightness of the spirit. Without doubt, 
the righteous, who have* made provision, by self- 
discipline and restraint of temper, in tlie time of 
strength, have a great and visible advantage over 
all others; yet it is not to be denied that even 
they, when they come under decay, enter into the 
shadows of our human infirmity. 

But as, in the kingdom of nature, the powers of 
life are often secret and hidden, without a visible 
presence; and like as Christ's kingdom in the 
world has a deep root, striking out on every side, 
changing things inwardly into its own likeness, 
revealing itself outwardly by signs and tokens and 
a visible form, but is itself hidden and invisible ; 
so has it ever been, and ever shall be, with the 
righteous. They look like other men : they have 
the same wants, the same toils, the same gains and 
losses, the same sicknesses and decays, the same 
besetting infirmities of a fallen nature: though 
there be something in them, Uke the hidden life in 
nature, and the inward Spiul m \3cvfc dttvix^^^^^^^ 
15 
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often makes itself felt from within^ and seems to 
be at the point of showing itself openly to the 
world, yet it still lies under a veil. The light of 
the righteous does indeed " shine before men," but 
not in all its fulness ; enough to bespeak the gift 
that is in them, but not to unfold its breadth and 
glory. 

But this gift of righteousness which now lies hid 
and obscured in us, shall hereafter be unfolded in 
its perfection in the kingdom of God : that is to 
say, when all things are fulfilled, and the end is 
come, and the righteous shall have passed through 
all the changes which lie between the decay of our 
mortal bodies and our perfect renewal in the image 
of God — that is, at the resurrection, when the 
whole man, in body, soul, and spirit, shall be 
raised from the dead, "then shall the righteous 
shine forth as the sun." By "the kingdom of their 
Father," therefore, is meant the kingdom of the 
resurrection. Then shall all that here lay hid in 
them be unfolded: all shall be perfect, and en- 
larged to an ineffable perfection. The body in 
which we have groaned, "being burdened;" in 
which we have often fainted, and fallen back from 
" the law of the Spirit of life ;" in which we have 
been bowed down to earth with blindness, and 
deafness, and deadness of powers and sense — even 
that same earthly frame shall be full of life, and 
penetrated with the light of heaven. There shall 
be in it no more any law warring against the law of 



the spirit; no division of the man against himself^ 
no strife in the being of the righteous; but the glo- 
rious body shall be the glad minister of a holy will, 
and quickened by the pervading unity of the glori- 
fied spirit. And we know that *' they which shall 
be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and 
the resurrection from the dead," cannot " die any 
more : for they are equal unto the angels ; and are 
the children of God, being the children of the re- 
surrection." — (St. Luke XX. 35, 36.) Nay more; 
we shall bear the likeness of the Son of God, of 
whom we read, when he appeared to St. John, 
that " his countenance was as the sun shining in 
his strength."— (Rev. i. 16.) 

And yet the glory of the body would seem to be 
chiefly but the manifestation of the glory of the 
spirit. Then shall our regeneration be fulfilled. 
'• We shall be like Him ; for we shall see him as 
he is." What this mysterious likeness may mean, 
it is not for us too curiously to inquire. Certainly 
we know that every saint, while on earth, has had 
impressed upon him by the hand of God, his own 
definite character ; and yet all have been likened 
to their Lord, All their several features of dis- 
tinctness were comprehended in the perfect mind 
of Christ. They were all conformed to him; they 
were all knit in unity together, by their universal 
likeness to one common pattern ; and so shall they 
doubtless be hereafter, when the faint beginnings 
of perfection shall be unfolded \w tlva txAxN^aa* «^ 
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God's kingdom. All the bonds and fetters of 
imperfection, all the heavy burden of earth and 
sinfulness, and all that checked the energies of 
their regenerate spirit, shall be abolished ; and all 
that was in them of heaven and of God — all holy- 
affections, and pure thoughts, and righteous inten- 
tions, shall break forth into the perfection of glory. 
All that Noah, Daniel, and Job, or David, and 
Paul, and John, sought and strove to be, by self- 
chastisement, and prayer, and righteousness of life, 
such they shall be, at " the manifestation of the 
sons of God." We now see, in those around us, 
that each one has some characteristic feature : in 
the mind of one we see a deep wisdom ; of another, 
a saintly meekness ; of another, an angelic con- 
templation ; of another, a burning charity ; each 
one being a law, a pattern to himself. We see, too, 
that this characteristic feature is ever coming out 
into a fuller shape, drawing towards its own per- 
fect idea. So we may believe that, in the kingdom 
of the resurrection, all the gifts of God, all graces 
of the heart, and all endowments of the sanctified 
reason, shall then be made perfect : all the inscru- 
table features of the spiritual being of each several 
man shall be perpetuated ; and then shall all dif- 
ferences be harmonized in the perfection of bliss, 
as all hues are blended in the harmony of light. 
Each one several and distinct, eveaa. as here, so 
shall he be there; each one shining forth in his 
0WJ3 blessedness; and yet the song of the re- 
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deemed, the everlasting chant of " all nations, and 
kindred, and people, and tongues," is but one; 
their voices without number, yet but one accordant 
hymn. So shall all perfection, and all righteous- 
ness, and all bliss, and all thanksgiving, be perfect 
in every saint, and united in one heavenly glory 
which shall encompass the righteous. 

O wonderful and blessed thought, that the gift 
which is in us shall one day have the mastery over 
all obstructions ; that all sins, and faults, and 
weaknesses, and ignorance, and all decay and 
wandering, and all the clouds which rest upon 
mortality, and all the hinderances of the world, 
(that bitter, treacherous world, still at enmity with 
God, and fulfilling the law that every man who 
will live godly in Christ Jesus must suffer persecu- 
tion,) and of the flesh, shall be taken away ; and 
that we shall be ripened into a mysterious perfec- 
tion of the spiritual being ! Blessed thought, and 
full of refreshment and calm to the weary and 
heavy laden ! one day all their oppressions shall 
be rolled back from them, and they shall shine 
forth as the sun. By temptation, by wrestlings 
against evil, by crucifixion of self, by wrongs and 
snares from without, by sorrows and afflictions 
from above, every brother of the First-born in the 
family of man will bear His likeness, and be per- 
fected by the keen edge of pain. By this long- 
drawn and weary strife, our patience, meekness, 
faith, perseverance, boldness, and loyalty to Chri&t 
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are ever tried ; and by trial made perfect. When 
the Son of God himself passed into the heavens^ 
he began to draw after him a glorious train a£ 
saints; like as the departing sun seems to draw 
after him the lights which reflect his own splen- 
dour, till the night starts out full of silver stars. 
So shine the saints in an evil world; rising and 
falling above the boundaries of earth, in steadfast 
. and silent course, till all are lost in the brightness 
of the morning : and so shall the firmament of the 
church break forth with the glory of the resurrec- 
tion. But now, for a while, it tarries : some saints 
are yet in the mid -heaven, and some are yet to rise 
upon the world ; and, till all is fulfilled, the desire 
of the church unseen is stayed with the "white 
robes," and the sound of the Bridegroom's voice. 

Meanwhile, let us beware how we judge one 
another. Who knows what may lie hid in the 
man whom we slight and cast out as of no esteem? 
Who can say how he may outshine his fellows in 
the kingdom of the resurrection ? " We fools ac- 
counted his life madness, and his end to be without 
honour : how is he numbered with the children of 
God, and his lot is among the saints ! Therefore 
have we erred from the way of truth, and the light 
of righteousness hath not shined unto us, and the 
sun of righteousness rose not upon us." — (Wisdom 
V. 4, 6.) Wonderful and overwhelming, to behold 
at that day the resurrection of the righteous, each 
one sbining forth in his own distinguishable splen- 



11 

dour ! "Then shall we know, even as also we are 
known ;^ and there shall be strange overrulings 
of our blind judgments. Many that are first shall 
be last, and the last shall be first. The poor man 
thou didst despise an hour ago, shall sit higher 
than thou at the marriage-supper of the Lamb; 
and the simple and unlearned, and the lowly and 
slow of speech, whom the learned, and eloquent, 
and lofty, and prosperous, have despised as mean 
and foolish, shall be arrayed in exceeding bright- 
ness, before which they which despised them shall 
be dim and naked. Let us also beware how we 
give much care or thought to any thing but to the 
perfecting of our hidden life. What else is worth 
living for? What else shall endure at Christ's 
coming ? Most awful and searching day, when 
"the light of the moon shall be as the light of the 
sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as 
the light of seven days ! " Let us, therefore, live 
ever waiting for that hour. What matter though 
we be poor> slighted, slandered, forgotten, moving 
in the shadows of the world, so that we attain 
unto a glorious resurrection ? O most glad hour, 
when it shall dawn towards the first day of the 
everlasting week ; when there shall be a making 
ready in the heaven above, and in the earth be- 
neath ; when legions of angels shall gather round 
the Sun of righteousness, and all orders and hosts 
of heaven shall know that the time for " the ma- 
nifestation of the sons of God^' \«» c«isv^, "^H^s^. 
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joy shall there be, at that hour, in the world un- 
seen ! and what a thrill, as of a penetrating light, 
shall run through the dust where the dead are 
sleeping ! When was there ever such a dayspring 
since the time when '*God said, Let there be light, 
and there was light ? " He shall come, and all his 
shining ones; ten thousand times ten thousand, 
whose countenances are " like lightning," and their 
*' raiment white as snow;" all the heavenly court, 
angels, archangels, cherubim and seraphim — clad 
in unimaginable splendours: and the righteous 
shall arise from the grave, and the earth shall be 
lightened with their glory ; they shall stretch forth 
their hands to meet Him, and bow themselves 
before the brightness of his coming. O blessed 
hour, after all the sorrows, and wrongs, and false- 
hoods, and darkness, and burdens of life, to see 
Him face to face ; to be made sinless ; to shine 
with an exceeding strength ; to be as the light, in 
which there "is no darkness at all ! " Be this our 
hope, our chiefest toil, our almost only prayer. 

Extracted from a Volume of Sermons, 
Fourth Edition, 1845. 
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St. John vi. 63. 



** The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life." 

The mind of Christ is the very opposite to the 
mind of the world, of that which we see and hear 
around ; and the more we withdraw ourselves from 
this outer state of things, in order to understand 
His sayings, and observe his doings, the more do 
we come to that mind which is the truth itself. 
But the world will ever be busy, not only to instil 
into us another lesson, but to persuade away even 
the lesson of Christ itself; to suggest something of 
its own, instead of the meaning of the Spirit : the 
world comprehends not its spiritual depth and 
power. The instrument with which it would fathom 
unsearchable deeps, is human reason, not faith. 
Human expediency is the court which it would 
establish in order to explain divine laws : it will 
tell us, that the commands of the Gospel interfere 
not with modem practices — because they suit them 
not — but speak of ancient times and custom. O 
blind man, whoever thou art, that art travelling 
to that unknown country from which none hath 
returned, with no one but He that holdeth this 
divine light to guide thee ! let not such worldly 
wisdom entice thee ; for, if thou wouldest be wise 
with the wisdom of Christ, thou wilt appear a fool 
to the many around thee : yea, what if thou even 
appear, as Christ himself to \i\s onvh bvethren, as 



one *' beside thyself?" Listen not to them who 
say, ** The narrow way, and the strait gate, was 
for them of old, and spoke of persecutions ; but 
the wider path is for thee." Let not the difference 
of nation, nor of age, nor of custom, deter thee from 
entering into the fulness of that knowledge, to 
which Christ inviteth thee in the Gospels. Say 
not, " This was needful for them, but less is re- 
quired of me ;" — for this is to put away from thee 
the mind of Christ, and to take the world to thee 
again, to be thy counsellor in things divine. If 
thou needest an interpreter, — for thou art thyself 
by nature, blind, — ^take no other interpreter but the 
Spirit ; let Christ himself be thine interpreter, who 
dwelleth ever in the union of his church. Thither 
go thou, as to the pool of Siloam, and there wash 
away the earthly clay, the affections of the carnal 
mind, from thine eyes, that thou mayest see. Say 
not, " Christ spake thus to them of old, but not 
so now to us :" know rather, that, as the Scriptures 
of old set forth the Gospel in type and shadow ; so 
doth the Gospel itself set forth, in living type and 
emblem, that which is now. For as of old in the 
flesh, so is Christ now in his church ; as seen by 
that faith which would realize things unseen, amid 
things that are beheld. How does He still go 
about in mourning, "a man of sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief," as among the disciples of 
old, wandering from place to place, with no where 
to lay his head ! — for he can find no place of 
rest but in the pure and undivided heart. He in 
whom Christ dwells must still be as his Master, 
** without form or comeliness," and "rejected of 
men." Outwardly, indeed, in that aspect which 
the world presents, it is all activity ; " the temple 
of the Lord, the temple of tbfe licyc^L-" ^mA^'-^'V^X 



here is Christ, and, Lo ! he is there.*' But where 
is that pastor who would wish to have no thought 
but to win souls unto Christ ? How is he daily 
among a few solitary worshippers ! and even they, 
when he would lead them on to that which is mys- 
terious and divine, seem to go back ; and of them, 
in the solitude of the heart, he seems to say, '' Will 
ye also ^o away?" (John vi. 67.) In his own 
temple, Christ preacheth now as of old ; and is 
there, in his own pastor, as one that mourneth. 
But when, perchance. He sitteth in the vestibule, 
and among the costlier offerings of the rich, he may 
find the spirit of that poor widow with two mites ; 
and, to soothe the aching heart, a gleam of worth 
among Christ's little ones. He is still to be seen 
in his poor ; for where suffering humanity is, there 
is He, as he has promised. And He is to be seen 
in his servants, to whom he has given charge ; for 
where his spiritual authority is, there is He as he 
has promised. The holy church of Christ — 

" She shows her suffering Lord throughout the wild, ' 

* Still shows her suffering Lord to her faint wandering child." 

Wonderful are the changes of providence, while, 
under various and manifold circumstances, it is 
still eliciting and setting forth to view the same 
form of evil and of good : and faith and unbelief 
still wait on Christ in his kingdom, in essence the 
same, though continually assuming a n^w form and 
aspect. Such as were under the law, come forth 
again under the Gospel. And, disclosed in a new 
shape, the old enemies of Christ are still with us. 
The stubborn Jew, that strove with Moses in the 
wilderness, and the impenitent idolater that 
mocked at Jeremiah, were again seen, in the garb 
o/^the over-righteous Pharisee : and Korah, Dathan, 



and Abiram, had put on the robe of Caiaphas, and 
said, ^ We will not have this man to reign over 
ns ! " In altered semblance, it was still that enemy 
of old ; and that same also is now seen in pride of 
place, despising Christ in his " little ones," and 
hating Christ in him who, calleth to mourn and 
leave the world. And there is Judas, also, now, 
though he carrieth not the bag, nor walketh bare- 
foot ; yea, haply, may be clad in state, while he 
heapeth up riches to himself, — and, it may be, even 
from the revenues of Christ's Church and poor, en- 
trusted to him. And Martha, too, is engaged about 
much serving, and would show forth glad welcome 
and much abundance, but complaineth of Mary, 
that sitteth idle, because she is at Christ's feet to 
hear his words, — ^knowing nothing, and desiring to 
know nothing, but of" that good part" which she 
hath chosen. Yea, even now, the proud Pharisee 
entertaineth thee, but with cold welcome ; for he 
loveth little, because he hath been forgiven little ; 
and he hath been forgiven little, because he think- 
eth that he hath but little that needeth forgive- 
ness. (Luke vii. 47.) 

But where, save in thy blessed Gospels them- 
selves, shall we find the love and the faith of thy 
holy apostles ? In these we must live ; into these 
portals we must enter ; and in these must we ever 
be, that we may be with them. There do I behold 
thine own beloved disciple, on whose outward 
form the painter labours to bestow youth and 
beauty ; as if that, within his soul, which rendered 
him lovely in thine eyes, must needs render him 
lovely in the eyes of all mankind ! but thou hadst 
thyself no " form nor comeliness," and when we 
behold thee, " there is no beauty that we ^ho\iL<L 
desii«" thee ; but I see Yiim^xjSV ol c.^^jeox!^^*^'^^ 
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of things divine and heavenly; and love, as a 
stream of light from thee, around all his actions 
and his words, and seeing, in all thy words, what 
others understood not, and what even Peter did not 
comprehend. And holy Peter, too, is there, as one 
in a struggle between divine fear and human 
energy, — the one drawing him back into the shade, 
and bidding him stand afar off; the other urging 
him on to be the chief of the apostles, — until both 
divine fear and human energy were lost and over- 
whelmed in the love of his Master, for whom he 
was willing to endure the loss of all things. 

But, oh ! let me turn from all ; from proud 
Pharisees, that stand aloof in scorn, and from the 
company that throng thee, and from thine own 
apostles, to hear thine own gracious words ! Make 
that unpleasing unto me, which doth not savour of 
thy poverty ; that I may have sympathy with thy 
poor, and in them, witn thee : let " the zeal of 
thine house eat me up ; " that I may appear vile 
and " base in mine own sight," (2 Sam. vi. 22,) if 
transported with righteous indignation against the 
pollutions of thy sanctuary, and, by mine own 
abasement, hallow and glorify thy name. And so 
at length, from the evil of the world and the strife 
of tongues, may I long to be hid with thee, think- 
ing over thy words, and living in thy Gospel : of 
these may my meditation be day and night. May 
this contemplation be my daily food, and the light 
of mine eyes ! that, whatever else I read, it 
may all come to this ; and, whatever else I see, it 
may all come to this : that this may be to me the 
treasure hid in a field, in secret meditation; that it 
may be to me, in the world, the net that gathereth 
of every kind ; that I may become wise unto thy 
kingdom, and, of thy treasures, " Wixi^iotVXvXJcivw^^ 



new and old/' in order the better to understand 
thine evangelical word. Open unto me the great 
deep of thy wonderful counsels, that I may be 
ever trading therein, as the merchant seeking 
goodly pearls, till I find that pearl beyond all 
price, — the knowledge of Christ crucified ! In this> 
one man difFereth from another ; there is no other 
distinction among mankind but this: rich and 
poor, learned and ignorant, noble and mean,— 
between them all, there is no real diversity, but in 
this alone — ^in the evidence which the soul hath 
attained of things eternal, the substantial reality 
which it hath learnt by proof of things hoped for. 
This, therefore, I crave mercy that I may attain 
unto; this I would seek to know, that I may look 
on those things of which I speak as divinely true, 
and concerning unto me, more than those things 
which I behold around ; that I may apprehend 
and lay hold of thee, who art the "Truth and the 
Light." And, that I may apprehend thee, I must 

Eray : and I cannot pray, unless thou first appre- 
end and draw me after thee, by the sweet 
fragrance of thy love constraining me. Helpless 
by the roadside, and blind, I lay, and begging help 
of all that pass : and thou art passing by, going 
thy way to the heavenly Jerusalem, and art almost 
already gone by and passed; but still the loud 
and importunate cry will reach thee,— that thou 
wilt turn back unto me, and bid me to be brought 
unto thee, and, by thy word, wilt open mine eyes 
if I have faith in thee. Anoint thou mine eyes 
with eye-salve, that I may see — that I may see the 
wonderful things of thy law ; that I may behold 
thy kingdom, which, wonderful to speak, is spread 
abroad m the world, and open unto all, and yet ia 
a hidden treasure^ only dVseeiXi^dLVj ^te« \ '^^>^.X 
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may receive thy kingdom within me, — the light of 
thy presence, and the knowledge of thy mysteries. 
For what are thy miracles, but manifestations of 
thyself and of thy presence, on the way that leadeth 
to the heavenly city ? And what are those evan- 
gelical commandments, but the stones that pave 
the road, and to miss of which is to ftiil of the way ? 
Nay, rather, what are they but those precious 
stones and jewels, that pave the streets of the new 
Jerusalem, which has come down to be with men ? 
Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold the beauty 
thereof, and that thy words may be to me more 
precious than gold and silver, being weighed in the 
scales of thy sanctuary. 

The holy Gospels are no less than the life of God 
upon earth, and written by his Spirit ! Oh, who 
can fathom the depth of his words ! What mortal 
shall measure the height, and breadth, and length 
of this temple, in which the living God dwelleth ! 
For even as a living temple is this his Gospel, 
wherein the Almighty is himself present ; wherein 
his death and cross is as the altar, and his birth 
the fountain, that goeth forth to all the world. O 
marvellous mirror of infinite love ! who will not 
hope for pardon when he gazeth on thee! O 
marvellous mirror of infinite holiness ! who will 
not tremble lest he fall short when he beholdeth 
himself in thee ! To study the Gospels is to gaze 
on Almighty God, and to behold oneself in the 
brightness of his presence. Oh, who will not wish 
to hide himself, when seen in that presence, in 
which the heavens are not clean, and the angels 
hide their faces in fear ! For God is himself^ in 
some sense, in his Gospels, and therefore they are, 
in some sense, the kingdom of heaven ; and to be 
ia tbem, in contemplation and in piayet^Vs/vci^om^ 



sense^ to be in heaven : for that is heaven, where 
he is revealed. For heaven is not so much a local 
habitation as that place wherein God is discovered. 
But as heaven would be no heaven to those who 
have not the temper of those blissful inhabitants, 
but rather a place of banishment from their own 
pleasures of sense : so this Gospel is no Gospel, 
this heaven is no heaven, to those who are not of 
the temper and disposition required therein. It is 
love and obedience that maketh heaven to be 
heaven, and perfect union with God in those his 
creatures who have no will but his will ; who have 
no delight but in submission to his pleasure ; no 
love for created things independent of God, but 
love and rejoice over those penitents and humble 
ones over whom Christ rejoices, and whom he 
loves. To those, therefore, who have this love of 
God, the Gospel itself will be a kingdom of 
heaven ; where Christ is heard, and Christ is seen, 
and his power is manifested, and his will is de- 
clared, and his creatures are before him. This is as 
a heaven upon earth, within whose hallowed pre- 
cincts the vanities of this world enter not ; from 
which we may look forth and behold the things of 
earth as angels behold them ; nay, see them in the 
light in which they behold them who are now with 
Christ — those whom they can influence and charm 
no more. Here, in these living oracles of God we 
know who are truly blessed, and on whom woe 
abideth : here we learn by what means to approach 
him, and what tempers he draws near unto him- 
self: here we are taught to realize the things un- 
seen around us, and to behold angels ministering. 
Oh let earthly joy and sorrow depart, that I may 
learn the joy and the sorrow of Christ ! for even 
He also had joy on earth, becavi^^e. G<^d ta^ 
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made known his kingdom to the humble in heart. 
For whatsympathy with Lazarus can he have who 
liveth like Dives ? and how can he understand the 
narrow way who is looking about how he may rise 
in the world ? Far away be the disputers of this 
world, that I may hear Christ speaking unto me ! 
Far away be the stir of controversy, and the novel- 
ties of the latter and evil days, that I may enter 
into that ancient temple, where the echo of Christ's 
voice is still heard amid his silent and reverend wor- 
shippers of old ; nay, there his voice itself is still 
new and fresh in his Gospels. " The Lord is in his 
holy temple, let all the earth keep silence before 
him." Well may we say. Let all things else be 
silent, that we may hear Christ speaking to us ! 
Hushed be the sounds of earth, the noise of things 
passing by, that are fleeting on to decay and ruin, 
that we may listen to that " word of God" that 
'^ abideth for ever." Hushed be the sounds, not of 
strife only, the wranglings of the market and ex- 
change, and the councils of nations ; but hushed 
be the sound of human affections, of human 
thought, and of all things fleeting, and of all things 
that cannot pass the barrier which divides us from 
things unseen ; that we may be able to hear His 
words who hath said, "Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass away." 
" Let all the earth keep silence before Him." 
Hushed be the steps of hurrying waters, that speak 
of fleetness ; and silent the sea, whose sound is of 
restlessness, and of change, and of motion ; and 
silent the winds, that speak of mutability and 
change ; hushed be the earth and the heavens, that 
are passing away, and the voice of hurrying days 
and of years ; that we may hear God speaking unto 
tis — speaking unto us as man. unto TIv^.Ik, a-a Iwother 
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unto brother, in his Gospels. " The time is short : 
it remiuneth, that they that weep be as though they 
wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they re- 
joiced not." (1 Cor. vii. 30.) The sun of life is 
foing down, and the year is on the wane ; and the 
usy sounds of day are declining ; and even now 
the silent stars begin to appear, like the lights of 
immortality. Let prophets and apostles speak no 
more; no more the obscure sign and the dead 
ordinance, the oracle on the breast, and the 
smoking sacrifice ! Christ himself, in these his 
living oracles, is speaking unto us ! Let his crea- 
tures be set aside, that we may hear our Creator — 
may hear his voice and see his face ! The Maker 
of the world, he that " layeth the foundation of the 
earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him ;" 
(Zech. xii. 1 ;) He that knoweth every movement 
of the heart, is flesh and blood ; nay, — wonderful 
and unspeakable the mystery, — he is of my flesh 
and blood ; even " bone of my bones, and flesh of 
my flesh ;" (Gen. ii. 23 ;) for my life hath been 
taken from his side. His body is one with my 
body, which hath partaken of him ; yea, therefore 
his resurrection is my resurrection, and the trans- 
figuration of his flesh is the transfiguration of mine 
also : for he " shall change our vile body that it 
may be like unto his glorious body;" and even 
now, with these eyes of the flesh, is it given us to 
gaze on him in the flesh, and even to be converted 
into the same image. 

" Of such a one will I glory," (2 Cor. xii. 5,) for 
he is the new creature in Christ ; " but of myself I 
will not glory ;" for, oh ! what abasement is sufficient 
for these things ! How can he feel sufficiently his 
own vileness and nothingness, who has thus to 
stand before God — to stand XieSot^ \ivsfi^\sN. '^J^^-^ 
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garments, with Satan at his right hand! (Zecb. 
iii. 1.) If the holy prophet exclaimed^ "Woe is 
me, for I am undone, because I am a man of un- 
clean lips ; for mine eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord of Hosts ! " (Isaiah vi, 5 ;) what, therefore, 
should we say, who are admitted into that temple 
wherein we hear, not seraphims crying unto each 
other, but the Lord of Hosts himself speaking unto 
us, and behold his eye fixed upon us in his 
Gospel ! 

" Oil ! when thine earthly temple, now so fair, 
Among the things that have gone by shall be. 

And nothing but thy heavenly temple stands, 
Pity me in that day, in that day pity me !" 

Extracted from " Thoughts on the Study of the 
Holy Gospels/' Second Edition, 1846* 
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Matthew xxvi. 30. 

" And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the 
mount of Olives." 

We are too apt to regard music as a human 
arty or invention^ just because men make certain 
musical instruments, and compose certain musical 
pieces. And hence there are Christians who would 
Danish music from the public worship of God; 
as though unsuited to, or unworthy of, so high 
and illustrious an employment. But it is forgot- 
ten, as has been observed by a well-known writer,* 
that the principles of harmony are in the elements 
of nature ; that " the element of air was as cer- 
tainly ordained to give us harmonious sounds, in 
due measure, as to give respiration to the lungs." 
God has given us " music in the air, as He hath 
given us wine in the grape ;" leaving it to man to 
draw forth the rich melody, as well as to extract 
the inspiring juice : but designing that both should 
. be employed to His glory, and used in His service. 
Wine was eminently consecrated for religion, when 
chosen as the sacramental representation of the 

* Jones, o{ 1S«^\kcA«\ 



precious blood of the Redeemer ; and a holy dis- 
tinction ought never to be denied to music, whilst 
the Psalmist, speaking undoubtedly by the Spirit 
of God, exclaims, " Praise Him with stringed in- 
struments and organs : praise Him upon the loud 
cymbals: praise Him upon the high sounding 
cymbals." 

It is not, however, insti*umental music which is 
mentioned in the text. "They sang a hymn." 
There is another remarkable instance, recorded in 
the New Testament, of God's praises having been 
sung at a strange time, and in a strange place. 
Paul and Silas, thrust into the inner prison at 
Philippi, and with their feet made fast in the 
stocks, had recourse to singing ; as though their 
condition had been prpsperous, and their spirits 
elated. "And at midnight, Paul and Silas prayed, 
and sang praises unto God : and the prisoners 
heard them." They were not content with re- 
minding each the other of the goodness of God ; 
with speaking of His greatness and loving kind- 
ness: "they sang praises unto God;" and that, 
too, with so loud a voice, that the other prisoners 
heard them, though confined in the remotest part 
of the dungeon. In like manner, Christ and His 
apostles " sang an hymn ; " they were not satisfied 
with repeating an hymn: and we may certainly 
gather from this, that God's praises ought to be 
sung rather than spoken; that singing is the more 
appropriate vehicle, even when circumstances may 
be such as to make music seem almost out of 
place. 

It may, we think, fairly be said, that the power 

of singing has not been sufficiently considered as 

one of the Creator's gifts to His creatures ; and, 

therefore, intended to be used to Hift glory. We 



recognise this fact in regard of the power of 
speech ; we acknowledge that God must have 
endowed man with the faculty of uttering articu- 
late sounds, and have clothed his tongue with 
language ; and we confess that this very fact ren- 
ders us responsible, in a high sense, for our words, 
and destroys all surprise that words are to be 
made a criterion at the last. A noble gift is 
abused whenever an idle word is spoken; why, 
then, should we marvel at the assertion of our 
Lord, " I say unto you, that every idle word that 
men shall speak, they shall give account thereof 
in the day of judgment For by thy words thou 
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt 
be condemned."* 

But singing, like music in general, has been too 
much given up by the church to the world : it has 
not been sufficiently considered and cultivated, as 
designed for religious ends, and helpful to reli- 
gious feelings. And hence, for the most part, our 
psalmody is discreditable to our congregations: 
it is eitner given over to a few hired singers — ^as 
though we were to praise God by deputy — or is 
left with the children of the National Schools — 
as though, in growing older, we had less cause for 
thankfulness. Let me say, that the efforts which 
are now being systematically made throughout the 
country, to teach our population to sing, should 
be regarded with great interest and pleasure by 
the Christian. Such efforts have a more imme- 
diate bearing than is, perhaps, commonly thought, 
on the national piety. I do not mean merely tnat 
there is a humanismg power in music ; and that 
the poor, taught to sing, are likely to be less wild, 

• Matthew' xli.a6,W. 
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6 

and less prone to disorder, and therefore more 
accessible to the ministrations of religion. Not, 
indeed, that I would make no account of this ; for 
I thoroughly believe that, in improving the tastes 
of a people, you are doing much for their moral 
advancement. I like to see our cottagers encour- 
aged to train the rose and the honeysuckle round 
their doors ; and our weavers, as is often the fact, 
dividing their attention between their looms and 
their caraations : for the man who can take care 
of a flower, and who is all alive to its beauty, is 
far less likely than another who has no delight in 
such recreations, to give himself up to gross lusts 
and habits. But independently of this, if singing 
were generally taught, the psalmody in our 
churches could not fail to be generally improved. 
And I am quite sure that this could not take 
place without, by the blessing of God, a great 
spiritual benefit. When many voices join heartily 
in prayer, it is hardly possible to remain unde- 
vout; when many voices join heartily in praise, 
it is hardly possible to remain indifferent. Every 
one feels this. In a congregation where the re- 
sponses are generally left to the clerk and the chil- 
dren, how difficult it is to pray ! whereas, if the 
majority join, one is drawn in almost uncon- 
sciously, and cannot keep back his cordial Amen. 
Thus, also, in a congregation where few attempt 
to sing, how difficult is it to magnify the Lord ! 
But who can resist the rush of many voices ? 
Whose bosom does not swell, ,as old and young, 
rich and poor, mingle their notes of adoration and 
thankfulness? 

You may tell me that there is not necessarily 

any religion in all this emotion. I know that; 

and I would not have you mistake emotion for 



religion. But we are creatures so constituted as 
to be acted on through our senses and feeUngs ; 
and whilst emotion is not religion^ it will often be 
a great step towards it. In teaching a people to 
sing with the voice *'the songs of Zion," we can- 
not but believe that, God helping, much is done 
towards teaching them to sing with the under- 
standing and the heart. A faculty is developed, 
which fiod designed for His glory, but which has, 
comparatively, been allowea to remain almost 
useless. Yes, a faculty which God designed for 
His glory ; and if so designed, it cannot be idle 
without injury, nor be rightly exercised without 
advantage. And 1 seem to learn from our text, 
that it is not enough that we praise God with 
speech. Christ and His apostles " sang an hymn" 
ere "they went out into the mount of Olives.*' 
What had music, cheerful and animated music,* 
to do with so sad and solemn an occasion ? Nay, 
there is music in heaven. They who stand on the 
" sea of glass mingled with fire," have the " harps 
of God " in their hands ; they sing the song of 
Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb. Why then should music ever be out of 
place with those whose affections are above ? 

We wish you to draw this lesson from the last 
action of Christ and His apostles, before they went 
forth to extraordinary trial. We wish you to ob- 
serve and understand, that so far from being un- 
suited to circumstances of trouble and danger, the 
song of praise should, at least, mingle with the 
cry of prayer ; and that, if you would arm your- 
selves tor duty, you should recount the marvellous 
acts of the Lord, as well as supplicate the com- 

* lldth and five foUomti^l^«^TEA. 



munications of His grace. This is too much neg- 
lected and overlooked by Christians. They are 
more fiuniliar with the earnest petition than with 
the grateful anthem. Like the captives in Baby- 
lon, they hang their harps upon the willows, when 
they find themselves in a strange land : whereas, 
if they would sing " one of the songs of Zion/* it 
would not only remind them of home, but encour- 
age them to ask assistance and expect deliverance. 
Make trial of this method, ye who have a dark 
path before you, and who shrink from entering 
mto the cloud. You have offered prayer — ^have 
you also offered praise? You have commended 
yourselves to Goa for the future — ^have you also 
commemorated His care of you through the past? 
Say not, " How can I sing the Lord^ song in a 
strange land ? " With this burden upon me, and 
this prospect before me, it is too much to expect 
me to do more than pray ; for who can sing songs 
with a heavy heart? This is the very feeling 
against which we would warn you. There is no 
Cnristian with so great cause of sorrow, as to be 
without a greater of thankfulness. And the 
chords of the soul will never give forth so fervent 
a prayer, as when the Christian has been endea- 
vouring to string them to the chorus of praise. 
Look at Christ and His apostles. You will not 
say that your circumstances, can be more distress- 
ing than theirs ; that there is more, in the pecu- 
liarities of the trial, to excuse you from singing 
the Lord's song. Yet, before they departed — the 
Redeemer to His terrible agony, the disciples to 
the dreaded separation — ^the last thing which they 
did, was to join in the chanting of thankful 
psalms: it was not until "they had sung an 
hymn/' but then it was, that " they went out into 
the mount of Olives." 



Such would never, even, be out of place in the 
chamber of the dying believer. He has just re- 
ceived, through the holy mystery of the Eucha- 
rist, the body and blood of his blessed Redeemer : 
and now his own failing voice, and the voices of 
relatives and friends, join in chanting words which 
the church directs to be either said or sung, as 
the conclusion of the sacramental service: "Glory 
be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will 
towards men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, 
we worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks 
to Thee for Thy great glory, O Lord God, Hea- 
venly King, God the Father Almighty." Wonder 
ye, that when there was the option either to say 
or sing, they chose the singing at such a moment? 
Nay, they all felt that they had a rough hill to 
climb; and they remembered, that, when Christ 
and His apostles had finished their last supper, 
" they sang an hymn," and then " went out into 
the mount of Olives." 

{Extract from ^^ Sermons on the less Promi- 
nent Facts and References in Sacred 
Story.'' Second Edition,) 
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EXCELLENCE OF CHURCH MUSIC. 

The Rev. William Jones, of Nayland, (above 
referred to) in his noble sermon on The Nature 
and Excellence of Mmicy writes: — "Let all the 
admirers of the musical art stop awhile to reflect 
with gratitude and devotion, that the invention of 
choral harmony in parts, arose from the Trinita- 
rian worship of the Christian church. It is cer- 
tain, we have no music of that form extant in the 
world, but such as is Christian ; nor do we read 
of any : and had it not been for the schools of 
music, established and maintained by the church, 
I will venture to say, there had, at this day, been 
none of that excellent music with which all of us 
are now charmed, and, I hope, many of us edified. 
Look out of Christendom into the kingdoms of 
China, Tartary, Turkey, and the regions of the 
southern world ; and you will discover no music 
but what is beggarly and barbarous, fit only to 
amuse the ears of children or savages. Every 
thing that is great and excellent in this way^ h4ith 
come down to us from the Christian church. O 
holy and blessed society, which hath thus intro- 
duced us to all that we can know and feel of 
heaven itself! How shall we celebrate thee? 
how shall we cultivate and adorn thee, according 
to what we have derived from thee? Let others 
be cold and indiflFerent, if they will, to our forms 
of worship ; but upon musicians, if they know 
themselves, religion hath a particular demand; 
for they would never have been what they are, if 
God, in His infinite goodness, had not brought us 
to the improvements of tYie Gos»^^\." 
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Again, after ccmiplaining justly of the usual 
bands of the singers in country churches^ who 
have not skill to distinguish what kind of melody 
is proper for the church, and what for the theatre, 
he writes this needed counsel. ^' If music is a 
gift of God to us for our good, it ought to be used 
as such, for the improvement of our understand- 
ing, and the advancement of devotion. Services, 
anthems, and psalms, should be introduced as les- 
sons of purity in life and matmers. " Rejoice in 
the Lord, U ye righteous/' saith the Psalmist; 
" for it becometh well the Just to be thankful." 
What ! shall we praise Grod with our lips, while 
we blaspheme Him with our lives ? Praise to the 
Lord is proper to those only who derive blessings 
from the Lord ; it is impertinent and false when it 
comes from those who are never the better for 
Him. " O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is 
good ; for his mercy endureth for ever. Let the 
redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he hath re- 
deemed from the hand of the enemy; " but let not 
them say so, who have given themselves up to a 
state of captivity under sm and folly. Some there 
are, who are very loud and forward in singing, 
while they are insensible of the greatness and the 
value of those subjects which our music cele- 
brates: like the sounding brass of a trumpet, 
which makes a great noise, but feels nothing. It 
must be our ovm fault, if our music does not con- 
tribute to our reformation ; and we may have it to 
answer for, in common with the other means of 
improvement which we have abused." 

And this good pastor concludes : — " When that 
heavenly scenery is described to us in the Revela- 
tion, — * I heard as it were the voice of a great 
multitude, and as the "?c»ce oi tkwjccj 'w^KK^^^^siS^ 
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as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alle- 
luia : for the Lord God omnipoteDt reigneth. Let 
us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him:' 
who can read these words without a desire to add 
his own voice to that multitude ; and to sing as a 
member of that kingdom in which the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth? How must the soul be 
filled with that immense chorus of men and 
angels, to which the loudest and mightiest thunder 
shall add dignity without terror, and be reduced to 
the temper of an accompaniment! " 

God, of His infinite mercy, give us grace so to 
pray, and so to sing, and so to live, that we may 
be admitted into the celestial choir, where with 
angels and archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we may laud and magnify the adorable 
name of God ; ascribing to the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, all honour, glory, might, 
majesty, and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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into the fulness of joy. Even the souls of the 
saints that were slain for the testimony of the 
truth, are represented as under the altar^ waiting 
for their perfect consummation and bliss. — (Rev. 
vi. 9.) 

At the return of Christ, however, when the end 
is come, then the dead in Christ will rise first; 
and those which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air. Then will death and 
hell be destroyed. Then will the graves give 
up their dead. Then will the gracious voice be 
heard, saying, *' Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
receive the kingdom prepared for you from the 
beginning of the world." It is not until Christ 
who is our life shall appear, that those who are 
His shall appear with Him in glory. — (Col. iii. 4.) 

Then will be fulfilled, in their highest sense, the 
glowing words of the prophet, " The redeemed of 
the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto 
Zion : and everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads : they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and mourning shall flee away." — (Isa.li. 11.) 
Then thy brother, thy friend, thy child, thy hus- 
band, shall rise again. Then every thing that 
offends shall be removed from the church. Every 
murmur will be hushed, and no sigh will be 
heard : joy will dwell in every heart, and praises 
wJU proceed from every tongue. The time of 
/ear and trouble will be past. Vssa trials of the 



wilderness will be remembered no more, for joy of 
the inheritance of heaven. Freedom from every 
ill, and the possession of every good, these will be 
found the portion of God's people. For the sake 
of the faithful departed, then, we may well say, 
" Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.'* Their crown 
of righteousness is sure : their names are written in 
heaven : the glories of eternity are their inherit- 
ance, and upon this they will enter in the day of 
the revelation of Christ. 

But if the church should long for the return of 
her Lord, in love to her children who have de- 
parted this life in His faith and fear, should she not 
equally be anxious for His coming in respect of 
those who are still "militant here on earth?" If 
the condition of saints resting from their labours 
will be infinitely improved at the coming of Christ, 
how much more will it be so with those who are 
wrestling still, in this world of trial, in sore strife 
with the enemies of their peace ! The departed are 
set free from temptation, from sorrow, from fear, 
from suffering. But these are the trials with which 
they, whose warfare is still going on, have con- 
tinually to contend. What joy then, to such as 
are thus surrounded with difficulties and dangers, 
to reach the promised land! What joy for the 
poor child of sorrow, suffering from affliction or 
from fear of any kind, to know that he is safe, 
and to find a place prepared for him in the 
many mansions of his Fathet'^ Vio^^O. >^i^<»Rk 
18. 



the dangers of the voyage be preferred to the joys 
of home : unless a land of strangers be better 
than the society of loving friends: unless the 
strife of battle be better than the spoils of victory; 
and the continued conflict with sin better than 
the calm unbroken tranquillity of soul, which 

' awaits the just; — surely there is no reason for any 
true Christian to desire that the present system of 
things should remain unchanged. 

No doubt, those who are not strictly religious 
will form a very diflfierent opinion. The careless 
cannot possibly desire the coming of Christ. 
They who love the world cannot love the thought 
of the coming of Christ. To these His coming 
will be the signal of unavailing remorse. Their 
idols will be broken; their hopes will perish; 
their treasures will have come to an end; their 
all will be gone! The remembrance of their 
misspent lives; their neglect of the one thing 
needful ; their rejection of the mercies of God ; 
their proud, unhumbled spirit; all these things 
will come into their minds when the sign of 
the Son of man shall be seen. jVou; the wicked 
may laugh at the warnings of truth: he may 
despise the threatenings of evil ; he may silence 
the accusations of conscience ; he may eat, drink, 
and be merry, in spite of his awful condition : but 
it will be a widely different thing when the end 
shall come. He will see more clearly, and feel 

more iieasonably, when God eViall arise to judge 
the world. 



This, then, is the alternative before every one of 
us. The question is, shall we have reason to 
rejoice with God's people at the coming of Christ, 
or shall we be overwhelmed with fear with the 
vncked, when we see Him as we all shall do, as 
plainly as we now see one another ? 

Surely, after all that He has done for us. He 
might well expect that we should all be anxiously 
waiting for the hour of His coming. He is our 
Saviour^; and ought we not to long to see Him ? 
He has prepared for us a kingdom; and ought not 
the mention of his coming to take us to himself, to 
rejoice our. hearts? He vnll restore to us the 
friends we have lost ; and should not this make us 
say, " When wilt thou come unto me?'' He will 
remove from us every evil, and crown us with 
loving kindness and tender mercies: He will 
frame for us bodies of glory like his own : He will 
make us equal to the angels, and bring us to 
glory: and should we not be listening to catch 
the first sound of His chariot wheels ? Should we 
not be watching and looking for his coming, as 
the watchman waits to see the first faint streaks 
of the morning ? Oh ! shame to the children of 
men, if they are not ready to say, " Blessed is he 
that Cometh in the name of the Lord." Shame to 
each one of us, if the knowledge of our Saviour's 
love has not so warmed our hearts, as to make us 
rejoice in the expectation of beholding and blessing 
our Benefactor ! 

Ob ! if we desire not t\ie gce«A. OwKCk^^^^^^'^**^ 
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accompany the manifestation of Christ, let us see 
what was the principle of conduct adopted by the 
Psalmist, and spoken of in connection with his 
earnest desire for the coming of his Lord. " I will 
walk in my house," is his principle, " with a perfect 
heart; I will take no wicked thing in hand; I hate 
the sins of unfaithfulness: there shall no such cleave 
unto me." Let us only adopt this principle, and we 
shall not fail of possessing the same confidence of 
good, which the words of the Psalmist ^how he 
had in desiring the presence of his Lord. He says, 
" I will walk in my house with a perfect heart." And 
what has he to fear who is acting thus ? "I will 
take no wicked thing in hand ; " and what may 
not he hope for, who proceeds on this principle? 
Those who act upon such holy resolutions as these 
have nothing to fear, but every thing to hope for, 
at the coming of Christ. They may well look 
forward with longing anxiety to the time of its 
coming to pass. The great matter, then, is that we 
should adopt and act up to the high principle 
contained in the words of the text. We should 
resolve with all steadfastness of purpose and sin- 
cerity of intention, that we " will take no wicked 
thing in hand : that no sin of unfaithfulness shall 
cleave unto us : that we will walk in our house with 
a perfect heart." Only let us do this, and we shall 
have no difficulty in saying, *' Come, Lord Jesus : ^ 
we shall be guilty of no insincerity on prayings 
^^ Shortly accomplish the number of thine elect, 



and hasten thy kingdom." We ,shall be able to 
comprehend, with all saints, the joy and peace to 
be found in believing; their tranquillity and repose 
in the prospect of eternity. In no other way can 
we ever hope for this, except by acting upon 
their principles. So long as we love the world, 
and the things of the world: so long as we 
walk in the ways of carelessness and sin, and 
take this or that wicked thing in hand : if we say 
that we wish for the coming of Christ, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. For to what 
purpose can we desire the coming of the day of 
God, if it will be to us a day of darkness, and not 
of light : a day of fear and shame, and not of joy 
and peace ? Oh ! in vain we seem to celebrate 
the love of Christ, in vain we adopt a certain sem- 
blance of religion, if we do not resolve to walk in 
our house with a perfect heart. Oh ! let us not 
be content with our state of mind, so long as we 
are afraid to take upon our lips the words, " Make 
no long tarrying, O my God ;" so long as we should 
be distressed to find our petition answered, when 
we say, " Thy kingdom come ! " 

Walk in your house, my brethren, with a perfect 
heart ; take in hand no work of wickedness ; give 
yourselves up to the service and worship of Al- 
mighty God, and separate yourselves in thought 
and action from men of the world, and be it yours 
to walk humbly in the way of pure and undefiled 
religion. Live as those who have beexi t^dftftxsssijL 
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from sin, and death, and hell, by the love of an 
Almighty Saviour. Live as those who have no 
wish for any continuing city here ; as those who 
know that they are in this world but strangers and 
pilgrims, journeying towards the land of which the 
Lord hath said, " This is the kingdom I have pre- 
pared for you." At times everything may seem 
dark around you, and your hearts may feel heavy 
and disquieted within you. Yet let not your heart 
be troubled. Only believe in Christ. Live for the 
future world. Disengage yourselves more entirely 
from this. Love retirement. Give yourselves to 
meditation. Be more and more constant in prayer. 
Come more continually to God's holy house. 
Abide here in peace as at the gate of heaven. 
Draw nigh to meet your gracious Saviour at the 
Holy Communion. Let religion absorb more and 
more of your time, your thoughts, and your hearts. 
Think how blessed beyond all expression is the 
hope given you. Realize to your minds your 
arising from the grave. Dwell upon the thought 
of meeting the Lord in the air. Contemplate the 
joy of being re-united to your friends. Behold 
the glory of the inheritance of the saints. Re- 
member your life is hid with Christ in God, and 
that the end will soon be here. Everything is 
waiting for the day of the resurrection. Faith and 
hope are on the watch for its coming. Affection 
finds comfort in the expectation of it, and devotion 
is quickened by the thouglat o? \\a ^^^coach. The 
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church, God's witness upon earth, is continually 
holding forth the truth, and soothing the minds of 
men by its calm and steady testimony to eternal 
things. A brother dies; and his dead body, as it 
approaches its appointed rest, is met by the minis- 
ter of God with the gracious declaration, " I am the 
resurrection and the life, saith the Lord." His re- 
mains are committed to the earth in the sure and 
certain hope of the promised resurrection to eternal 
life. The very house of prayer in which we meet 
is surrounded on all sides by departed friends. 
Again and again we bless the name of God for all 
His servants departed this life in His faith and 
fean And while we ask for grace to follow their 
good example, the example of those who walked 
in their houses with a perfect heart, we anticipate 
the happy time, when we, with them, shall be made 
partakers of His heavenly kingdom, when the end 
shall have come, and Christ shall appear in glory ! 

{Extracted from ^'Parochial Sermons.'^) 
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Wbt Communion of ^atntd^ 



Church Catechism. 
" I believe in the communion of saints." 

In common language, we give the name of 
saints to those holy persons only, who were the 
most eminent members of the church in ancient 
times; whose faith and righteousness were espe- 
cially approved by God, and signally manifested 
among his people. Such were the immediate com- 
panions and followers of our Lord : the apostles, 
the evangelists, the early martyrs, and their suc- 
cessors in the first ages of Christianity. And this 
restriction of the word is most proper, since these 
blessed persons fully merit this mark of pre-emi- 
nence : and it is necessary to be extremely cautious 
in appropriating to any human beings a name so 
very sacred. But although, in speaking of indi- 
viduals, we make this reverent distinction, yet we 
must remember that in Holy Scripture all members 



of the church are called saints. We are all called 
to be saints. (Rom. i. 7.) To be holy is the end of 
our profession ; it is the command of God ; and 
we believe that all those who live and die in the 
faith and fear of God are saints. 

The communion of saints, then, means the per- 
fect and loving companionship existing between 
all true members of the christian church through- 
out the world ; which makes them agree in faith, 
in hope, in love, in thoughts, in desires, in worships 
and which arises from that unity of spiritual nature 
derived from Christ, through the Holy Spirit. 

This agreement can only be within the church. 
In order to be loving brethren, we must submit to 
the rules of our Father's household ; the outward 
order of which has been prescribed, that the in- 
ward blessings of love and peace may be commu- 
nicated to each member, and that spiritual health 
may reign throughout the entire body. 

This communion consists, first, in the unity of 
nature possessed by all Christians ; since they are 
each of the same spiritual kindred, children of 
God, and brethren of the same household ; and in 
the life to come, all good persons, of all times, 
shall be thus united. 

It consists, in the next place, in the sameness 
of object and design in all. All alike seek the 
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kiDgdom of heaven, for themselves and for others; 
and to this end all their spiritual faculties are 
directed. 

There is also an agreement and concord among 
them, in the means by which the kingdom of 
heaven is sought and attained. They agree in 
faith; since they all believe alike, in God the 
Father, who created them ; in God the Son, who 
has redeemed them ; and in God the Holy Spirit, 
who sanctifies them ; in the forgiveness of sins, 
and everlasting life, purchased for them by our 
Saviour's blood. And they not only agree in 
holding these things, but they earnestly desire 
that all their brethren may hold them, heartily 
and steadfastly, to the saving of their souls. So 
that, throughout the whole world, at all times, 
the church holds, and rejoices in maintaining and 
propagating, one common and invariable belief. 

There is also an agreement in the hope which 
is set before them. They look for salvation, 
through Christ Jesus, with a confidence which is 
greater than all human hope ; since the hope of a 
Christian is a sincere conviction that the prayers 
of the penitent will be heard, and that eternal life 
will be given to them who believe. And this hope 
every Christian entertains, as well for himself, as 
for all his brethren. 
19. 



But, above all this> there is an agreement id 
charity, or love. In this the communion of saints 
is chiefly manifested ; for love is the very bond of 
peace and of all virtues. It is that heavenly in- 
fluence by which the body of Christ is edified. 
It comprehends the whole of the divine law : since 
the first and great commandment is, io love Qod 
with all our hearts ; and the second isy to love oiir 
neighbour, that is, all mankind, as ourselves. 
Therefore is love the fulfilling of the law* 

And if this love were perfect in the church, 
then would the communion of all saints on earth 
be complete ; for then obedience would be perfect 
also; then faith would be steadfast, hope would 
be earnest: then there would be the greatest 
anxiety to fulfil all God's commands^ and then 
all the membera would stand fast with one spirit, 
walking by the same rule, joined together in the 
same mind, glorifying God with one mind and 
one mouth. Then would each desire and hope 
that the salvation of his fellow-creatures might 
be forwarded, as well as bis own. If one member 
suffered, he would also suffer : he would rejoice 
with those who rejoice, and weep with those who 
weep, as his heavenly Master did. When a 
brother bad repented, he would rejoice with the 
angels, and with his b\essed Lwdi Vxx \Ne.^.ven ; 



then would hi& thoughts, and desires be with 
those who sleep in Christ, with the spirits in 
heaven, with the whole church universal ; and 
with . Him, who ever lives to make intercession 
for all* 

Thus there is a communion between Christians, 
whether present with, or absent from, one another* 
They have a common language, taught them by 
tlie gospel of their Lord: prayers in comn>on, 
whereby they feel that, while praying for them^ 
selves and for one another, they are worshipping 
together in the same spiritual company, and in 
the same Divine presence. Through the same 
ordinances they are partakers of the same grace ; 
and their common desire is, that they may be all 
one, even as the Father and the Son are one. 
(Johnxvii. 21.) 

Death itself does not disturb this communion. 
Of the state of those who have departed in faith 
from among men, we know no more than this : 
that they are at rest, and in God's safe keeping; 
free from all unhappiness and pain. But we do 
know, that, during the short separation made by 
death between the body and the soul, the spirits 
who are thus removed from us are with Christ 
(Phil. i. 23) ; and maintain that same holy union 
with, their heavenly Father, vilQ\cXi ^\\aJc^s^ *^^%«& 
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who are yet in the body to pray to him, and 
give him thanks. And between them and us 
there is this fellowship and sympathy: not only 
that we all trust in the same redemption, but 
that, as we rejoice in their present rest and their 
future glory, so shall they hereafter rejoice in 
the salvation of those who survived them upon 
earth. 

And not only is there a communion between 
all Christians who are, or have been, in the 
world ; but also between them and all the faithful 
who died before Christ's coming ; the patriarchs, 
the prophets, and the good men of ancient times. 
All these now rest in hope : for them the christian 
church rejoices; since with them she shall be 
saved hereafter, through the mercies of our Lord^ 
(Mattviii. 11.) 

A communion also subsists between the church 
now on earth and the company in heaven. The 
angels, as our blessed Lord tells us, rejoice when 
men are saved. (Luke xv. 10.) And in the stead- 
fastness of those blessed spirits, who kept their 
first estate, when the disobedient angels fell, the 
church on fearth rejoices. Thus there is a com- 
munity of affection between the church visible 
and inv'mhle. There is also a community of 
employment. In heaven, iTie pms^ o^ Qio4l\^ life 
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continual occupation of the blessed spirits; on 
earth it is the chief pleasure, and, if it were in 
their power, would be the chief occupation, of 
the good. And the crowning blessing which the 
inhabitants both of earth and heaven enjoy, the 
one imperfectly and invisibly, the other visibly 
and eternally, is the presence of God. 

All these, the living and the dead, the heavenly 
and the earthly church, maintain their holy agree- 
ment, through the imparted grace of God. And 
since those who receive his grace are participators 
of his nature, therefore those who have christian 
fellowship one with another (1 John i. 3) have 
also fellowship with God the Father. 

To maintain this perfect communion is the 
highest blessing promised by the Gospel of our 
Lord ; to enjoy it perfectly is to be in heaven ; 
to promote it on earth is to make this world 
resemble heaven. Where there is love and con- 
cord, there is Christ in the midst of us ; and 
where Christ is, there must be every blessing : 
since the followers of Christ are his companions, 
his friends, his brethren; the heirs with him of 
his Father's inheritance; those to whom God 
hath freely given all things. (Rom. viii. 32.) 

But when shall this communion be perfect 
upon earth ? For now, so divided and distracted 
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is the christian church, that we have urgent need 
indeed to pray to God, as for an unaccomplished 
blessing, that his kingdom may come, and his 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. For, 
however desirous the true servants of Grod may 
be for the universal prevalence of this heavenly 
concord, yet they must hourly acknowledge, that 
the channels of its diffusion are impeded by the 
weakness and wickedness of man. The church is 
at variance with itself, one member with another; 
and nation rises against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, not only in a temporal, but also 
in a spiritual, warfare : and christian men act as if 
there were many bodies of Christ; when, in fact,v 
by their own wickedness, that one body is torn 
and rent asunder ! 

Now the real and sound portions of Christ's 
church are those, who have always believed and 
maintained all doctrines and holy practices which 
the Scriptures teach ; and which, being in accord- 
ance with Scripture, or not contradictory to it, 
are known, from history and sure testimony, to 
have been held by the apostles and their suc- 
cessors ; and have been held by the gre^t body of 
the faithful, in all places and in all ages. 

And such a branch is that to which we belong ; 
the church of England and lie\atvd. This church 
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holds the pure doctrine of Christ. She beUeves 
in God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. She 
receives his sacraments, his grace, his benefits, 
both present and to come. She has bishops, 
priests, and deacons. She acknowledges the en- 
tire of Holy Scripture, and teaches the same to 
all her members. She holds the doctrine which 
was held by the apostles, and which the tes- 
timony of those ages which were nearest the 
apostolic times assuresi us are true. She rejects 
all doctrine opposed to Scripture, all things 
that are the mere superstitious inventions of men; 
and professes nothing, as essential to salvation, 
except that which has been taught her from 
above. 

Hereafter the church shall be, in its fullest 
and real sense, triumphant: for then the angels 
and all faithful Christians shall form one com- 
pany, triumphing for ever over the destruction 
of death and sin. And not only they, but also, 
as we said before, all the holy men of the re- 
motest times (Luke xiii. 28), who, before the 
coming of Christ, have served God, and who shall 
be redeemed by his blood, shed as well for them, 
as for those who, in after ages, were baptized in 
his name; these all shall form, hereafter, the 
church of God in heaven. Then, every corrupt 
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branch being cut off, and every perfect one having 
attained its full maturity, the church of God, the 
body of Christ, the vine of his planting, the 
temple of his Holy Spirit, shall be complete, and 
God shall dvi^ell in the midst of it: the Lord 
shall be their everlasting life, and their God their 
glory. 



Extracted from " The Divine Economy of He 
Church." 
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Psalm xv. 1. 

'* Lord, who shall dwell in thy tabernacle ; or who shall 
rest upon thy holy hill ? " 

" The smoke ascends 
To heaven as lightly from the cottage hearth, 
As from the haughtiest palace." 

. Wordsworth. 

Charles Harley is a remarkable man in 
humble life; and while it is unnecessary to give a 
description of his parentage and birthplace, let us 
see what are the circumstances of worthier record, 
and without one word of exaggeration, set down 
only that which is true and known of his excellent 
career. 

From his early years, Charles was blessed with 
a good resolution of mind. Before he went to. 
service he could read but a little ; and on leaving 
one of his places, (through no misconduct,) and 
thus having a little leisure time on his hands, he 
determined to place himself at school^ in order that 
he might read with greater ease, to himself. Soon 
being required in service again, he could not, at 
this time, pursue his education to his satisfaction. 
However, another opportunity occurred ; and young 
Charles, anxious to possess the means of acquiring 
information, soon put himself to school again; ac- 
tually having saved money which enabled him to 
enter as a lodger in the house of a respectable 
schoolmaster. From that tiipe he became a good 
scholar, could read and write with perfect ease, 
and went far into arithmetic. What a fine exam- 
pJe of self-cultivation is this ! While other boys 
ivere growing up in ignoTat\ce M\d «»\xv, and while 
^Ae enlightened of the v^otVA vje\^\8Lm<&Tv^\\\^^^ 



grosd dfeirkneBS of the people^ there wa« light in 
Charles's dwelling ; and long bi^fore the age of 
Penny Magazines and Infisint Schools, and uni- 
versat educational exertion, his own desire of im- 
provement made him independent of the aid of 
others; and a book was ever a delight to him 
during his evieninig hours. 

And we shall find this self-resolution to be the 
remarkable feature in Charles's mind all through 
his life. For the same principle that led him to 
seek a good education with ardour, also led him 
to constant attendance on the services of his holy 
religion. Charles Harley has ever been a church- 
man in that true spirit of devotion and honesty 
which the veiy name suggests ; and the effectual 
fervent prayers which he has, we may believe, 
offered in the sanctuary of God, have been an- 
fiwiered. in the iruit of hi& daily life. And yet, 
perhaps, Charles loves the Church mainly for the 
pious and fervent spirit which is so plainly ap- 
parent in all her offices and prayers. 

fie may not be able to enter into the reasons of 
her oniversal Christian verities ; but still he is a 
devoted disciple of the Temple of Peace, because 
he is humble-minded, and free from any approach 
to conceit and self-righteousness; and thus he 
finds a response to his pious feelings in the humi- 
lity and calm edification of the Church: of that 
Church, whose saving confession is, Thou art the 
King of G/ofyy O Christ : and, in her solemn 
liturgy, prays for mercy upon all inen ! 

Again : Charles Harley is free from all shadow 
of reproach in r^ard to his moral conduct. I 
have spoken witli persons in his parish who have 
known him personally for thirty years, and by 
good report fltill longer^ ax>d uol ow^ ^^». \ss^set 



any word of accusation a^nst him; but, on 
the contrary, all are speaking in his praise. A 
respectable former said to me, " Charles Harley 
has kept all the commandments, if ever any man 
has; and it has never entered into his heart to 
steal, or to slander his neighbour." Another 
said, " Charles has always been a hard-working 
man, and the first to the woods in the morning, 
vnth his axe over his shoulder. He never would 
frequent any public-house, and was never given 
to drinking. Another states, that " Charles is a 
true attendant at the Church, and no person can 
lay any misconduct to his charge, for he is ' holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners.' " And 
the writer of this sketch can readily bear testi- 
mony, that, in addition to moral worth and inte- 
grity, poor Charles is a truly humble suppliant at 
the throne of grace, and binds about his heart that 
most important declaration of the Saviour, " With- 
out me, ye can do nothing ; " and the confession 
of the Saviour's follower, "By the grace of God, I 
am what I am." Charles's is an inside religion; 
a sanctified heart, and not a silvered tongue: he 
has learned how the Church puts prominently 
forward the doctrine of daily renewal, and prays 
that all her children, "being regenerate, and made 
God's children by adoption and grace, may daily 
be renewed by the Holy Spirit, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ"* 

It may be remarked here, that Charles's extreme 
temperance in regard to drinking, gives another 
proof of his independence of the aid of others in 
preventing him from becoming a victim to the 
more than beastly vice of drunkenness, with all 
its horrid train of certain bodily disease. In the 
* Coiiect for Christmas Day. CoTitoiaSiwi^^mifc. 
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day& that Charles his lived there were no teni* 
perance and teetotal societies, so that abstinence 
from intoxicating drink was not become even a 
transitory fashion ; but hei simply abided by that 
grand society of total abstinence from all evil^ 
called The Chu&ch of Christ ; and then, not 
one kind of intemperance only, and not one sin 
only^ bat all kinds of iniquity that are opposite to 
God's holy word, were at once abstained from, on 
the simple principle of being a hmoible and devoted 
follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, who left us an 
example, that we should follow his steps, (I Pet. 
ii. 21,) and, as our Church prays, be walking in 
holiness and righteousness all our days ! 

Soon after poor Charles had attracted my atten- 
tion, it pleased God to afflict him with one of the 
most paitiful disorders to which the human body 
can be subjected; and then it was that he ap- 
peared as a Christian hero indeed. There was 
every likelihood of his approaching death; and 
under this expectation he was resigned perfectly 
to God's will. I cannot here detail, nor should I 
wish to do so, the many pipus and spiritual excla- 
mations that escaped from his lips, and with what 
earnestness he prayed to God : suffice it to say, 
that he gave complete evidence, as far ias man can 
judge, that "in lite or in death he was the Lord's." 
(Rom. xiv. 8.) I will only mention — and with 
reluctance it is spoken — that after reading the 
86th Psalm to him, and endeavouring to point out 
how David, in deep affliction, called upon God, he 
told me that he tried to pray in the very spirit of 
that psalm ; and when I took occasion to ask him 
reverently if "he feared to die," his answer was, 
"I do not. Sir; for those who pray to the Lord^ 
and put all their trust in Yixm^Vw^TkSi \^Rfc^\»>^^ 
23. 



afraid ; " and his continual cry^ in the painful 
hours of his disorder, was, '* Praise the Lord, O 
praise the Lord ! " 

His expressions at this time were most devout 
and satisfactory ; and, poor fellow ! although the 
pain was very greatly mcreased by the efltort, he 
would get up in his bed, on his knees, to receive 
the bread and wine in the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. Nothing, during this period, could ex- 
ceed the attention of the panshioners to poor 
Charles ; and I never stirred out, or entered any 
house, without anxious inquiry being made after 
him, in the full belief of the certainty of his ap- 
proaching death; and this always was coupled 
with expressions relating to his preparedness to 
depart hence for the paradise of the Church, in 
heaven. With sure and certain hope of the resur- 
rection, he could well have used the beautiful' 
words of the Christian poet* — 

'' Let me not mourn that stern decay 
Is busy with this shed of clay, 
And M^ither'd leaves from off me fall; 
I shall put on a fairer day 
Beyond my wintry funeral." 

At length, to the surprise of all, Charles was 
raised, by a gracious Providence, from his bed of 
extreme pain, and in course of time became as 
hearty as he had ever been during any period of 
his old age. He is at this time a constant at- 
tendant in his well-known seat in the church ; and 
as often as the sacred bell summons on the Lord's 
day and other holy-days, Charles is sure to be 
present, fulfilling David's words in person, " I was 
fflad when they said unto me. We will go into the 
, house of the Lord : " and ^.gain, " I will declare 

_ * Rev. Isaac WiWiatns, B.T>^ Oiioxd.. 



the name of the Lord in Sion, and his worship at 
Jerusalem." As our Lord daily taught in the 
Established Church of Jerusalem, so would poor 
Charles be in almost daily prayer in the Established 
Church of favoured England, that house of prayer 
for all people. (Isaiah Ivi. 7; Mark xi. 17.) 
Charles well knows that the Almighty has conse- 
crated to Himself peculiar places on the earth, 
even to set His name there,* and has promised to 
be attentive to prayers offered from those conse- 
crated places ; and therefore Charles seeks those 
places which the Church has handed down as 
sacred in the eyes of the Almighty One, whose 
ears are open to our prayers. God is everywhere ; 
heaven and earth cannot contain him; and He 
will always hear the sincere and secret prayer, 
come from where it will ; but, in like manner as 
He hears the prayers of all, and yet in a peculiar 
manner blesses the prayer of the righteous man, 
so does He, in a peculiar manner, as we learn from 
His holy word, bless the prajrers offered up from 
the consecrated ground of his apostolic churchy 
The pious Bishop Wilson saith truly, " What the 
temple of Jerusalem was to that nation, the same 

* Let the following texts from Scripture be reverently 
perused :— Gen. xxviii. 17; Exod. xv. 17, xix. 12, xx. 24; 
Deut xii. 5, 6, 7, xxxi. 11 ; Josh. ix. 27; 1 Kings viii., from 
Terse 29 to the end, ix., xii. 33; 1 Chron. xxix. 16, 19 ; 
2 Chron. vi. 7, 8, 20, &c., vii. 11, 12; xx. 9; Nehem. v. 19; 
ProF. ix. 1 ; Isaiah xviii. 7, xxxiii. 17, 20, Ivi. 7, Ix. 13; 
Jer. vii. 10, 11; Ezra vi 12 ; Dan. ii. 5 ; Zech. iii. 9 ; 
Mal. iii. 1; Psalms xxvi. 8, xxvii. 4, Ixiii. 2, Ixviii. 24, 
Ixxvii. 13, Ixxviii. 69, Ixxxiv. 1, 2, 10, xciii. 5, c. 4, 5, 
cxvi. 13, 16, cxxxii. 7, cxxxiv. 3, &c.; Matt. xiii. 54; 
Mark xi. 17, xvi. 2 ; Luke ii. 46, iv. 16, xiii. 10, xix. 4, 7; 
John xviii. 20; Acts ii. 46, ix. 20, xiii. 14, 16, xv. 21, 
xvii. 2, 10, II, 17, xviii. 8, 19; 1 Cor. ix. 13; 2 Thess. 
iL 4, Sec. 



isjevery parish church to us Christians ; and it has 
a right to all the same gracious promises which 
God did make to the temple of Solomon." * 

TTius Charles Harley, like the holy ones of old, 
even resembling aged oimeon and Anna, (Luke ii. 
27, 37,) is a faithful watcher in God's house : not 
so much on account of any sermons he may hear^ 
(for he is a ripe Christian,) but mainly for the 
sake of holy and united prayer, in a pure language, 
(Zephaniah iii. 9,) and for the hearing of God's 
word, which is often lamentably absent from ser- 
mons; because, while it is freely quoted, it may, 
without great judgment, be wrongly applied. He 
seems to feel, that whatever may rage or be given 
to change without, all within the temple is truth 
— ^all is simplicity — all is honesty, humbleness, 
and charity. Charles is intent on reaching that 
"rest which remaineth for the people of God,*' 
(Heb. iv. 9 ;) he is looking forward to a share in 
that heavenly place, where all is contentment and 
praise ; and therefore he has no wish or desire to 
" fall out by the way," (Gen. xlv. 24,) but rather, 
"in going through the vale of misery, would use' 
it for a well," (Psalm Ixxxiv.,) and do all he can 
to soften the afflictions of others, as well as in 
patience possess his own soul. Such a Christian 
could never raise the tongue of vanity or disputa- 
tion against that holy and venerable Church, which 
in all her sacred offices of purity and love, is far 
above the reach of the most sainted of us all.f 

Poor Charles is both meek and gentle, and 

* Sermon 91. Bishop Wilson's ' Sacra Privata' was ever 
liked by poor Charles. It is indeed a Christian's book. 
f It was a saying of Henry Kirke White — " It is a sign 
that a man's heart is not right yj\V\i Qo^^viVkSQilkft finds fault 
wiVA the Jituigy.''— Vol. I. p. aea. 
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therefore is he guided in judgment, (Psalm xxv. 
8,) and learned (more than scholars may be) in the 
way of God. In him hath the prophecy of gospel 
days, by Isaiah, been visibly fulfilled, which says, 
**The meek also shall increase their joy in the 
Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the 
Holy One of Israel." (Is. xxix. 19.) This leads 
me to mention one more trait of sacred obedience 
in his character. Charles loves to be present on 
those days on which the Church, in order to show 
her children that it is better to follow one Noah in 
righteousness than a whole world drowned in sin 
and wickedness, holds up that light of the heavenly 
saints which will shine tor ever and ever, when the 
candle of the wicked shall be put out. (Job xviii. 6.) 
Charles may not be able here, also, to trace the 
worthy origin and antiquity of this sacred custom, 
but he will know that tne saint above all saints is 
Jesus Christ, and that all the holy saints put 
together have but touched the hem of his garment : 
yet, he who despises an earthly saint will surely 
never have honoured Christ, because he who des- 
pises a lesser degree of anything must confessedly 
despise the larger. If a man love the Lord. Jesus, 
he will love the genuine light of the Lord, wherever 
it may be seen, and thus will love the least of the 
saints, as showing forth even a spark of the radiance 
of the Saint of saints* 

And is it not a high privilege to steal away from 
the cares and business of life, and from the bois- 
terous ones of the world, to hear of those who have 
already chaunted forth, in triumphal strain, "O 
death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy 
victory?*' Surely we all ought to observe the 
saints' days in the calendar of the Church with 
peculiar veneration; and if bwl ^ ^\asi\\i!5wA\ife. 
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mustered, '* it may be that the Lord will work for 
as : for there is no restraint to the Lord, to save by 
many or by few," (1 Sam. xiv. 6 ;) and why should 
the united prayers of two or three have no value in 
our eyes, when the Lord himself has said, '^ Where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them ? " (Matt, xviii. 20.) 
And when others are wearying themselves in the 
work and the vanity of the world, does not the 
Lord himself again say to the faithful of his 
Church, "Fear not, little flock; for it is your 
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom ? " 
(Luke xii. 32.) And see how few those were, who 
were in waiting for our Lord's first coming. 

Such is the very brief history of humble and 
honest Charles Harley ; a good man, and one ever 
^ttentive^ to the welfare of his own immortal soul. 
There is a sweet tract, entitled "The Life Of 
William Kelly ; or, the Happy Christian," written 
by the late Rev. Hugh Stowell, of Ballaugh, in 
the Isle of Man, (a tmct that is known in most 
parishes in England,) and it strikes me that Charles 
IS somewhat of a kindred spirit with that pious 
and self-abasing man. Kelly was a sincere Chris- 
tian, and a sound member of Christ's Church. 
We read of this humble saint — "The delight 
which he took in the Church Service was Very re- 
markable. To him the Liturgy was always new> 
always interesting : he joined, in every petition 
with unabating fervour ; and his earnest manner of 
making the responses, and his hearty zeal in sing- 
ing the praises of Ood, had a remarkable effect on 
the whole congregation." And again : — " It was 
not in the house of prayer alone, that the power of 

Divine grace shone forth \n the piety of our brother; 

but it appeared at a\\ times, WiA. \w ^ ^\a55A%^ 
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When silent, his very Ippks proclaimed the devoat 
exercises of his mind; and when he spoke, his 
tongue declared that his heart was fixed ' on things 
above.' In this marked religious deportment, 
there was not the least affectation of sanctity; but 
heart, and tongue, and life, conspired to testify 
that all was genuine and sincere/' And yet this 
was the man, (unlike Charles in this respect,) who 
was once the companion of the dissolute and the 
idle, and distinguished for his clamour and noise 
at the public-house. Surely this was one of those 
of whom the Apostle speaks, " Ye were sometimes 
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord : walk 
as children of light." (Eph. v. 8.) 

Dear reader ! whoever you may be, do not 
despise the accounts of these poor and pious men, 
birt rather honour them as they are honoured of 
Christ. If you are a clergyman, you will at onc6 
recollect Bishop Bull's words, "We minister to 
souls. Souls ! methinks in that one word there is 
a sermon. Immortal souls ! precious souls ! one 
whereof is more than worth all the world besides 
— the price of the blood of the Son of God/' and 
you will love these humble men. Oh, they have 
done no one any harm, but, on the contrary, may 
have been of much service to many. If all men 
were like to them, we should not see the vice and 
religious hypocrisy that is in the world. If all 
men were like to them, the whole world would be 
one society pf friends : and schism and dissension 
would reign no more. If all men were like to 
them, we should see the latter part of that awful 
text universally fulfilled — *' If ye live after the fiesh, 
ye shall die : but if ye through the Spirit do mor- 
tify the deeds of the body, ye shall live." (Rom. 
viij. 13.) If all men were \\ke \x> Oftswx^'^^ ^^>5i^^ 
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see Christ crucified to be the hope of eternal 
life, and the grand motive to all spiritual obedience : 
we should behold the sacred places of the Church 
of Christ filled with devout worshippers, " speak- 
ing the same thing with one mouth and one mind/' 
(1 Cor. i. 10; Rom. xv. 6;) we should see the 
daily renewal of the heart by the Holy Spirit, 
earnestly sought for within the walls of the Church : 
and we should see all men acknowledging God the 
Father as One who is "about their path, and 
about their bed, and knoweth every word of the 
tongue," (Psalm cxxxix. 3,) and to whom "every 
one of them must give account." (Rom. xiv. 12.) 
Oh, rather than speak one word against these 
good and honest men, or despise their simple and 
sincere habits of cheerful devotion, do you your- 
self look^inwardly — examine " your faith in (jhrist 
Jesus, and the love which ye have to all the saints," 
(Col. i. 4,) and turning, with your face to the wall, 
as Hezekiah did, pray, " Dispose me, O heavenly 
Father, so to obey the precepts, that I may inherit 
the promises, of the GrospeL Bless me, O Lord, 
with all spiritual' blessings in Christ. Bless me, 
in forgiving my iniquities ; and bless me, in turn- 
ing me, by the aid of thy Holy Spirit, from all 
iniquity. Oh let the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sins of the world, 
cleanse me from all sin : and purge my conscience 
from dead works, to serve Thee, the living God."* 
" Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace 
always by all means. The Lord be with you all." 
(2Thes3. iii. 16.) 

* HilPs Devotions. 
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" That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, 
even Uie Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." * 

In several places in his Epistles, St. Paul men- 
tions the " continuing instant in prayer/' as one 
of the leading features in the character of those, 
who have been called out of heathen darkness to 
the pure light of the Gospel. 

The being constant and earnest in our addresses 
to the throne of grace, " praying always with all 
prayer and supplication," we should all of us 
regard, not only as an important duty, but as a 
high and valuable privilege, — a privilege, which 
we should rejoice to exercise, both in private, in 
our families, and in the public assemblies of the 
church. Upon the manner in which we ought to 
take part in the public devotions of the house of 
God, I now wish to make some observations. 

* See an excellent and judicious sermon on this text and 
subject, published in 1825, by Bishop Mant, ihe worthy suc- 
cessor of Bishop Jeremy Taylor, in the diocese of Down and 
Connor. 



The assembling of ourselves together in the 
temple of the Lord, was instituted both for in- 
struction in righteousness, for the improvement of 
the congregation in Christian knowledge, by the 
reading ana preaching of the Word of God, and 
also^ for uniting in social or common pmyer and 
praises to the Author and Giver of all good things. 
This last object of public worship, is, perhaps, the 
most important of the two. '^ My house shall be 
called the house of prayer;" the House of 
PRAYER, emphatically ana chiefly. 

In order, however, that either of these objects 
of coming to church may be answered, it is evident 
that a devout seriousness and attention are abso- 
lutely necessary. If any one comes to church as 
a mere outward and formal observance, without 
trying to have his heart and mind engaged in the 
proper object and business of the place, he, surely, 
IS guilty of a sort of insult to Him, to whose 
honour and service the church is dedicated. 

Upon this part of the subject I have addressed 
you in a preceding discourse ; * and, I trust, my 
friends, that we shall all ever be on our guard 
against any such irreverency, such lightness of 
behaviour ; and that when we assemble together 
we shall endeavour, according to the words of the 
text, "with one mind and one mouth to glorify 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

With one mind. The frame of mind is obviously 
what is of most importance. " God is a Spirit, 
and they that worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth." Both in our private and in 
our public devotions, we must endeavour to " pray 

* " On Behaviour in Church: Sermon XVI." 



both with the spirit, and with the understanding 
also." In order that our minds may be in a proper 
state to glorify God in public worship, we should 
endeavour, before we go to church, to bring them 
into a composed and serious frame, as little dis- 
tracted as may be by worldly cares and anxieties, 
or by worldly follies. When we have entered 
the church, and taken our accustomed place, we 
should fervently implore that Being, *^ unto whom 
all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid," " that He would 
cleanse our hearts by the inspiration of his Holy 
Spirit;" that He would make us attentive and 
devout in our prayers ; that He would " pour into 
our hearts the spirit of grace and supplication;" 
and grant, that " both the words of our lips and 
the meditations of our hearts may be acceptable 
in his sight." 

Throughout the church service, we must keep 
our minds in as attentive and devout a frame as 
possible. Entirely to check and restrain the wan- 
dering of the thoughts, even at the time when we 
ought and wish to be most serious and collected, 
is very diflSicult, perhaps impossible. We must 
prevent their wandering, however, as much as we 
can, and humbly implore God to pardon our ma- 
nifold failings and deficiencies, and to strengthen 
us by his grace against this waywardness of spirit. 

It would, I think, contribute to keep up the 
attention, and to give additional life and amma- 
tion to public worship, if all would unite together 
in glorifying God, not only '* with one mind," but 
also "with one mouth." What I mean is, 
that all the congregation should join audibly, or 
aloud, in those parts of the church service in 
24 
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which they are directed so to join by the Prayer 
Book. All Christians must acknowledge the force 
of the Apostle's injunction, ** Let all things be 
done decently and in order;" and all consistent 
members of the Church of England must acknow- 
ledge the propriety, the positive duty, of complying 
with the orders and directions of the church, when 
they are in accordance with the word of God. 
Pay attention, then, to the directions given in the 
Prayer Book for joining audibly in public worship. 

Near the commencement of divine service, upon 
the minister's saying, ** O Lord, open thou our 
lips," the congregation is supposed to answer, 
*' and our mouth shall show forth thy praise." 
Let then the mouth of the congregation show 
forth the praises of God, not in a mere whisper 
only, — not like one who speaks only to himself 
and to God, (1 Cor. xiv. 28,) — but audibly , in a 
tone reverent and subdued it may be, — but still 
such as may be heard in the house of God. 

A considerable number of our congregations arc 
in the habit of joining very properly in the Psalms, 
when read in church. I much wish that you would, 
in a similar manner, unite in making all the re- 
sponses ; — the short petitions in the litany, and 
after each of the commandments, for instance : — 
and in reciting the general confession, the Lord's 
prayer, whenever it occurs, and the creeds. Par^ 
ticularly I wish all to join in the Amen, after the 
prayers and collects. These are offered up to God 
by the minister in the name of the congregation ; 
but the congregation ought devoutly to follow, 
and join in them, in their hearts and minds ; and 
then to adopt, and make the petitions their own, 
hy audibly sajdng Amen at the conclusion of each 



of f hem. In the temple worship of the Jews, — 
a worship instituted by their great lawgiver, ac- 
cording to the directions which he had received 
in the mount from Him, who was the object of 
that worship, — in the temple worship of the Jews, 
we repeatedly find the people audibly joining, 
either by short responses, or by saying Amen: 
and you may recollect that the hundred and sixth 
Psalm concludes with the injunctions, " Let all 
the people say Amen. Praise ye the Lord." Ac- 
cordingly, we find, in the sixteenth chapter of the 
first book of Chronicles, " And all the people said 
Amen, and praised the Lord." At the dedication 
of Solomon's temple, as related in the sixth and 
seventh chapters of the second book of Chronicles, 
after a description of the other ceremonies which 
attended that solemn festival, is added an account 
of the part taken by the people : " All the children 
of Israel bowed themselves with their faces to the 
ground upon the pavement, and worshipped and 
praised the Lord, saying. For he is good, for his 
mercy endureth for ever."* 

Sadly cold, and languid, and inanimate, do our 
congregations too often appear, during that part of 
the service when they are supposed to be engaged 
in common prayer, in offering their united suppli- 
cations to the throne of grace. The voice oi the 
minister is heard ; but, in too many instances, it is 
responded to by the voice of tne parish clerk 
alone, the rest of the people preserving the silence 
and the stillness of sleep. Pf ow, it should ever be 
borne in mind, that the office of the parish clerk 
is, not to speak instead of the rest of the congre- 

* See the sermon by Bishop Mant, before referred t04 



gation, as their representative, but merely to guide 
and lead them, in making the responses, s^nd join- 
ing in the common service. Whenever the clerk 
speaks, the people also ought to speak with him ; 
whenever his voice is heard in the church, the 
voice of all the congregation should be heard also, 
as with one mouth glorifying God. 

God forbid that anytiding that I have said on 
this subject should be so perverted,— so misunder- 
stood, — as if it were intended to encourage the 
slightest approach to a display, or parade of de- 
votion. God forbid that, any of you should be 
actuated by the spirit of those hypocrites, who 
" love to pray standing in the. synagogues and in 
the comets of the streets, that they may be seen 
of men." (Matt vi. 5.) God forbid that any of 
you should join in the public devotions of the 
church in the spirit of ostentation. I am per- 
suaded that, in many persons, the backwardness 
to take part audibly in divine service, proceeds 
from a spirit of humility and of retiring diffidence. 
But it should be remembered, that, while on the 
one hand, we can hardly guard too anxiously 
against permitting the desire of the praise of men 
to be our leading motive for the performance of 
any duty, so, on the other hand, we are expressly 
commanded by our Lord himself, so to " let our 
light shine before men, that they may see our 
good works, and glorify our Father which is in 
heaven." And, surely, this promotion of the glory 
of God is likely to be the result of our joining 
audibly and devoutly in public worship. We thus 
show that we are not sunk down in listlessness or 
in slumber, but are paying attention to the duty 
in which we profess to be engaged. We thus, in 



some degree, range ourselves on the Lord's side. 
We thus show that we are not ashamed of wor- 
shipping Him openly, while we offer our prayers 
ana praises audibly ^ " in the sight and in the 
hearing of all his people, in the courts of the 
Lord's house." 

I think your own observation and reflection will 
satisfy you, that this practice would be attended 
with beneficial consequences on those who witness 
it. Many, who are now silent, would be encou- 
raged by example to join audibly in the service 
also. Many, who are inattentive, would become 
serious. Trie whole congregation would put on 
more, both of the appearance, and of the reality, 
of an assembly of brother Christians, uniting to- 
gether with heart and voice in worshipping their 
Creator and their Redeemer. Even those, who 
have themselves but little religion in their hearts, 
might be influenced and affected by it; and the 
effect might in some degree be produced, which is 
spoken of by St. Paul, as the probable effect of 
the right exercise of one of those gifts of the Spirit 
which were vouchsafed to the primitive church. If 
all unite fervently and audibly in common prayer, 
" and there come in one that believeth not, or one 
unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of 
all ; and so falling down on his knees, he will 
worship God, and report that God is in you of a 
truth." (1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25.) 

In the Holy Scriptures we meet with different 
occasions, on which the servants of God thus 
united together, in uttering aloud their praises 
and thanksgivings to their Creator and Preserver. 
Thus we find Moses and the children of Israel 
uniting their voices together, in singing praises 
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and giying glory to-Gody after their miraculous de* 
liverance from the army of Pharaoh. And thus 
we are told, in the Acts of the ApK)8tles, that when 
Peter and John returned to their own company, 
after being threatened by the chief priests and 
rulers of the Jews, the assembled church *' lifted 
up their voice to God with one accord, and said. 
Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and all that therein is.'' (Acts 
iv. 24.) 

The glorified spirits and saints in heaven are 
represented, in the book of Revelation, as joining 
together, ^^ ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands," in thanksgiving and 
praise, and " saying with a loud voice. Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing." (Rev. v. 11, 12.) And when 
the " voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise 
our God, all ye his servants, and ye mat fear 
Him, both small and great;" it immediately fol- 
lows, " And I heard as it were the voice of a 
great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, 
and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, 
Alleluia ; for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." 
(Rev. xix. 6, 6.) What a contrast to the com- 
parative stillness, the silent and listless indiffe- 
rence and inattention, which pervade too many of 
our congregations ! 

I trust, my friends, that you enter readily into 
what I have said. I trust that you will all per- 
ceive and feel how much additional animation and 
interest is given to the church service, how much 
the object of public worship is promoted, when 
the people regularly and devoutly join in it audibly, 
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in those parts which are pointed out to them in the 
liturgy. Our spiritual affections and devotion are 
so sadly apt to become languid and lifeless^ that 
we should be glad to have recourse to every means 
in our power to animate and quicken them. Let 
us earnestly beseech the Almighty God to lift up 
our hearts to him; to pour mto our hearts the 
genuine spirit of grace and supplication ; to raise 
and to spiritualize our thoughts and affections; 
to make us feel that ^^ God is a Spirit, and they 
that worship him must worship him in spirit and 
in truth : *' and '* may the God of patience and 
consolation grant you to be like-minded one to- 
wards another, according to Christ Jesus ; that ye 
may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, 
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ" 
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